No 1mm1nent health hazard’ from Giant emissions — report

by Doug Schmidt
Northern News Services

Sulphur dioxide emissions

is asking Royal Oak Mines
to reduce its emissions as
“good corporate citizens.”

Directorate, Nuttall says the
current level of emissions are
“not doing anyone any

accurate data on future emis-
sion levels. It also wants the
company to “look at” modern

from the Giant mine roaster A recent Renewable good.” abatement technology for sul-
stack do not present “an Resources investigation’ “We want them to do phur dioxide and for arsenic.

imminent health hazard” to  blamed the up to 65 tonnes of ~ something,” he says. Both chemicals are
Yellowknifers, says a federal ~ daily sulphur dioxide emis- Officials with the depart-  released into the atmosphere
health assessment. sions from the stack for dam- ments of Health and as a result of the gold extrac-

Nevertheless, the report,
released Wednesday, indi-
cates “sensitive individuals”
could suffer “respiratory

aging vegetation north of
Giant and for periodically
pushing Yellowknife air qual-
ity outside federal pollution

Renewable Resources met
with Giant mine management
yesterday to press ahead with
two “suggestions.”

tion process at the mine.

“In their annual report
they say they want to be good
corporate citizens,” says

We want them to do effects” from exposure. guidelines. Nuttall says the govern-  Nuttall.
something.” - Regional As a result, regional med- Despite this week’s ment wants Giant to install “If they are dedicated to
medical health officer Dr. ical health officer Dr. Richard  assessment by the Ottawa-  in-stack monitoring devices
Richard Nuttall. Nuttall says the government  based Environmental Health  as soon as possible to ensure Please see Health, 28
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Health department. still

No, from 3

the people in this commu-

nity ... T think we can make  cause for some concem Tela-
some progress.” tive to vegetatlon however, .
“Before, this was i\ £

always opinion — I think
we’re on firmer ground
now to move the discussion
ahead,” he says of the ini-
tial two-year investigation
and subsequent human
health risk assessment.

human health cffects.”v,}_;a .- ,
The report also*says™

“exposure to arsenic should - and further meetings with

be reduced to the lowest pos-* - mine management to seek

sible level.” , - ways of reducing those
Those levels hay missions. AR




