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Release of Yellowknife Arsenic Study Report 

The news conference held in the Board Room of Medical Services 
MacKenzie Zone Office in Yellowknife attracted a total of 19 
people, a surprisingly large number. All north e~n ~edia were 
represented, including the C.B.C., Ycllowknifer, News of the 
North, Native Press, and some of th e smaller north~rn publica­
tions. Representatives from D.I.A. N. D. and th e Te r ritorial 
Government were also in attendence as was the representative 
of the local Steel Workers Union. 

The conference lasted 1 hour and 45 minutes and was followed 
by additional informal discussion s and intervi ews with some 
media people. The tone of the ne\!S conference \tas extrGmely 
hostile at the outset with most me dia people exhibiting 
resentment over the earlier report Hh i ch they a 11 eged had been 
suppressed. Dr. Eaton fielded their questions and explained 
the survey findin 0s at length. It was necess ary to cover the 
same gro und severa1 times in many i nstances as some of the 
media were unable to grasp the real meaning of the report and 
wer~ under the misappreh ension th at Yellowknife residents 
were in jeopardy. The mood of the conference became increasingly 
positive as ti me went on and the med ia were able to more fully 
grasp the real situation. In my opinion Dr. Eaton did an 
outstanding job of explaining the s ur vey findin gs and the straight 
forward news coverage is a reflecti on of the information which 
he provided. 

The ~drnonton Journal carried th e s t ory on th e front page with 
red banner heddlinc i n both edi tions the f oi1 01dng day. I t 
is in teres t ing to note th at a l thou gh the story r ema in~d 
unc hanged, t wo entirel y di fferent hehd11~es we r e used; REPO RT 
ALL AYS !IORTH ARSEN IC FEARS \'/aS c1. r r;cd in t ,ic first edition 
\·,h il c the he ad.li ne for t he second edit i on s ta ted ARSEtlIC MA Y 
BE A r•:P~!: :l/\Z1\RD . I di scus s ed the dua l hP-ad lines 1·1ith the 
J ourna l ' s Ci ty Editor, Dou g Mi11·oy . \·1ho was as s urprised as 
we uere a t th e compl et e change of t one. Al t ho u~h eithe r head­
line car be just ified by t he story con t e~t . he ag r eed that the 
first h~ad li ne was more appropri ~t ~ It is s i gnificant tha L 
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Dr. F.J. Covill - 2 - 2 Jun e 1975 

the first edition is the one distributed in the north, and 
therefore Yellowknife t~esidents wou ld receive' a copy with 
the less frightening headline. 

News of the llorth also carried a front page story with a 
color head line which could probably be classed as sensation­
alistic as well a s inaccurate . The story howeve r is practical­
ly a verbati m outline of the news release and is therefore 
reasonably accurate. 

The other Yellowknife newspaper, the Yellowknife r, carried i 
story on the centre spread in such a way that it was difficult 
to even find. Their sto ry contains some much ed ited informa-
tion from the re)ease as well as comments by the union representa•• 
tive. 

C.B.C. Yellowknife carried the story in li mited detail and made 
very little use of the f-llr.t foo tage \/hich they shot during the 
press conference. C.B.C. in particula r were looking for a great 
deal more controversy in the story and almost appeared dis­
appointed by the lac k of danger threat to Yellowknife residents. 
C.B.C. northern reports tended to emphasize arseni c risk to 
miners but again were substantially accurate. Editorial ly C.B.C. 
took the position that the findings of the initial survey cannot 
be judged until the completion of comprehensive examination 
of those people over 10 ppm. 

The C.B.C. national news on the evening of May 27th carried 
the story as about the sixth item near the erid of the news­
cast. It consisted of a report by their Ottawa correspondent 
followed by a ve1·y brief voice report from \lhit Fraser, the 
C.B.C. reporter i n Yellowknife. I am advised by our people in 
Ottawa that the r,ational press carried the story on a factual 
reporting basis 11tilizing material provided in the news release. 

In summary I would say that the holding of the news conference 
to release the s11rvey findings was extremely worthwhile and 
there is no question in my mind that Dr. Eaton's explanation 
of the facts removed r.any of the ~isgivings and er roneous 
impressions that nor t hern media had on this subject. Attached 
are clippings from the Edmonton Journal and northern papers. 

-
Don Carlson, 
Regional Public Relations Officer. 

c~ Lyle Cameron, Ott a\la 

Attachs. 
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By Gordc SJncln.lr 
or The Journnl 
YELLOWKNIFE, N. W.T. 

- It's "not likely'' that ar­
senic is a h~alth hazard for 
Yellowknife rcsi~nts who 
don't work in gold mines 
according to a national 
h':!~lth and weliare interim 
report. 

But the report, which was 
released he~ Tuesday, indi­
cates arsenic may be a 
health hazard for workers In 
spelific jobs in the mill and 
mi11e." 

The findings came from 
the analysis of hair samples 
bken !re!?! 700 Y cl!1_,,•·krjfe 

FORECAST.: SUNNY 

/ 
residents who rt>spondcd to sures those with lnsignifi­
a voluntary testing program ' cant leveb that they arc free 
last February. The testing of arsenic contamination, 
was ordered arter another the program doesn't really 
health and welfare arsenic tell the o1hers one way or 
study of Yellowknik. Resi- the other. It's inconclusive 
dents surfaced last Decem- for. those over 10 ppm. 
bcr. It had sat burled for at That's because high levels 
least three years. of arsenic in hair samples 

Of the 700 tested, 63 had doesn't necessarily mean 
levels over 10 parts per mil- there are high levels in the lion (ppm). These 63, includ- body. · 
Ing two boys and a woman, 
will undergo extensive clini­
cal testing the week begin­
nl ng June 9 to discover if 
th<'ir bodies contain levels of 
more than 10 ppm. 

While the h:::r tzstlnb as-

"Arsenic In the hair may 
result from ingestion," says 
the news release containing 
the reports findings, •·or 
may merely represent arsen­
ic deposited 'Jn the surface 

of the · halr from fallout in 
the air. · 

''Significant levels In the 
hair have often ~n found 
associated .'i\ith insignificant 
levels in the body. 11 

• 

Says Dr. Derek Eaton of 
Edmonton, programs medi­
cal officer with Northern 
Health Services: "It's our 
firm belief that the majority 
of the arsenic in the people 
with high levels is on the 
hair not in it. 11 

These were the major 
findin~ of the report: 

• Individuals employed in 
specific mill occupations 
showed significantly higher 

EDMONTON,ALBERTA,WEDNESDAY,MAY2t 19~ 

l-:!,els than the population as 
a whole ... underground 
miners did not show signifi­
cant levels. 

• Over 90 per cent of the 
other YeHowkrJre residents 
tested had arsenic levels of 
less than five ppm in their 
hair. . 

- There Is no correlation 
between arsenic levels and 
drinking water In Yellow­
knife. 
. : Samples which were ana­
lysed for mercury contami­
nation as well as arsenic all 
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(Continued from Pa~ 1) 
showed levels well within 
accepted norms. 

The s~tistic.al breakdown 
went this way: For mine 
and mill workers, of the 136 
tested 45 per cent had levels 
under five ppm. Twenty-two 
per cent were in the five to. 

~to ppm category and about a 
third of the workers • 44 
were over 10 ppm. . 
. Of the 50-{";l ll ed "other" 

-residents of Yellowknife, 565 
were tested. Thirty had lev­
els between five and 10 ppm 

. and 19 were over the 10 ppm 
level. 
. Ho~er. Dr. F..aton says 
that 1t count is misleading. 
He says 16 of those actually 

·have jobs associated with 
-the mines. 
· · . The remaining three are 
·an ll-year-old boy, a 16-year­
old hlgh school student and 

· a single woman. The boys 
have levels just over 10 ppm, 
the doctor says, and the wo­
-man bas a level of about 60 
ppm. 

"The citizens of Yellow­
knife can feel reassured that 
they are not being poi• 
soried," Dr. Eat.on said .at~ 
press conference here Tues­
d.y.' 

"As far as the gener.il 
population ·of Yellowknife is 
concer:1ed, the survey re­
sults that we have give a 
·c1ean hill." 
_. Asked how lie could st~te 

-that Yellowknife "residents" 
·°Jlad no worries when at lea.:;t 
::t.liree of the non-mining pop­
: · 'Ulation were undergoing fur. 
:-ther tests, the doctor re­
·.plierl: "In my opinion 
~re's no health ha7.ard to 
residents." · 

. . He pointed out that the 
•kind of arsenic dust that 
might be produced from the 

. ·Yellowknife area naturally, 
: fI:om the green stone rocks 
· of-the area, is non toxic. 
·this kind of arsenic dust' 
·might be to blame for the 
high counts among the three 
residenl,; being tested. 

.'. : There were two people 
::.-who took part in 1he survey. 

Dr. Eaton said, who hac! 
been in Yellowknife for 34 

".an"d 57 year~ respectively. 
.... NelU1er had a trace of arsen­
.: icin Uteir hmr. 
:· :He estimated 55 noti.·e 
• pwple were tesk<l inciu.:fr'l( 

:soi:ne from the back bay a. ea 

or town where warning signs 
tell people not to drink the 
water. 

Dr. Eaton said the native 
people fell in the range be­
low 10 ppm and th.at "one or· 
two" people who had been 
drawing their water from 
back bay had no trace of ar• 
senic. . 

Dan Billing, the chairman 
of a local committee formed 
to coordinate arsenic testing, 
said he was ''very enrour­
aged" by the results of the 
testing program . 

But if Mr. Billing and Dr. 
Elton were plepsed by the 
survey results, local steel• 
workers union president 
Mar:;h Hawes wagi'l 

"To me this sounds scar• 
ey," the gold miner com­
mented after attending the 
pres.,; conference. "I ca.me 
out of there with a lot of 
questions nnanswered." 

One of the questions Mr. 
Hawes wanted answered 
was what - in the race of 
the acknowledged exposure 
hazard that exists at Ute 
Giant Mines milling oper:r 
tion - does health and wel• 
fare suggest the workers 
there do. . 
· Dr. Eaton commented 
Lliat no orders will be issued 
Giant Mines until the results 
of an environmental study at 
the mill are analysed. The 
study will occur the same 
week as the clinical tests on 
the 63 people with high ar­
senic levels in hair sampl~. 

"J'here is an -exposure· 
hazard," Dr. Eaton said ear• 
lier. "Whether that exposure 
is doing any harm to the in­
dividual we intend to find 
oul" 

Dr. Eaton attempted to 
explain what the difference 1 

is between an " exposure , 
hazard" and a "health haz­
ani." 

"The difference is the 
dust falling onto the body 
may or may not be reflected 
by the ingestion of arsenic 
within the body." · 

The highest level of arsen-
ic recorded in the samples 
came from a mill worker 
with a 440 ppm count. Dr. , 
Eaton said there was one 
other mine worker with a , · 
300 count, two in the 200 
r .:nge and one on the 100 , 
level 



By Gorde Sinclair 
Of The Journru 
YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. 

- It's ·'not like!}'' that ar­
senic is a health hazard for 
Yellowknife residents who 
don 't work in gold mines 
arcording to a national 
health and welfare interim 
report. 

But the report, which was 
released here Tucsoay, indi­
cates arsenic "may be a 
health hazard for workers in 
sJ)('cifir jobs in the mill and 
mine." 

The find1ngs came from 
the analysis of hair s:imples 
taken from iOO Yellowknife 

residents who responded to. 
a voluntary testing program 
last February. The testing 
was ordered after another 
health and welfare arsenic 
study of Yellowknife resi­
de11ts surfaced last Decem­
ber. !t had sat buried for at 
least three years. 

Of the 700 tested, 63 had 
levels over 10 parts per mil­
lion (ppm). These 63, includ­
ing two boys and a woman, 

. \\;II undergo extensive clini­
cal testing the week be~ir­
ni ng June 9 to disccver if 
their bodies contain levels of 
more than 10 ppm. 

While ~he hair testing as-

. 
sures those with lnslgnifi- • 
cant levels that they are free 
of arsenic contamination, 
t!lc program doesn't really 
tell the others one way or 
the other. It's -inconclusive 
for those over 10 ppm. 

That's because high levels 
of arsenic in hair samples 
doesn't necessarily mean 
there are high levels in the 
body. 

"Arsenic in the hair may 
result from ingestion," says 
the news release containing 
the reports findings, "or 
may merely represent arsen­
ic deposited on lhe surface 

of the hair from fallout in 
the air. · 

"Significant levels in the 
hair have often been found 
associated with insignificant 
levels in the body." 

Says Or. Derek Eaton of 
Edmonton, programs medi­
cal officer with Northern 
Health Services: "It's our. 
firm belief that the majority 
of the arsenic in the pc,ople 
with high levels is on the 
hair not iri it." 

These were the major 
findings of the report: 

• Individuals employed in 
specific mill OCfUpations 
showed significantly higher 
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levels than the population as 
a whole ... underground 
miners did not show signifi­
cant levels. · 

• Over 90 per cent of the 
other Yellowknife residents 
tested had arsenic levels of 
less than five ppm in their 
hair. 

• There is no correlation 
between arsenic levels and 
drinking water In Yellow­
knife. 

• Samples which were ana­
lysed for mercury contami­
nation as well as arsenic all 
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showed levels well within 
accepted norms. 

~he statistical I.Jreakdown 
weflt this way : For mine 
and·fflill workers. of the 136 
tested 45 per cent had levels 
uridei' five ppm. Twenty-two 
per cent were in the five to. 
10:ppm category and about a 
thir'll't>f the workers - 44 
w(:'re-,over 10 ppm. 

or :the so-called "other" 
re!.1dllnts of Yellowknife. 565 
were tested. Thirty had lev­
els belween five and 10 ppm 
and-t~·were over the 10 ppm 
lev.el-.· . 

'H6~evei-, Dr. F.aton says 
the 19 count Is misleading. 
He .5a.¼'6 16 of those actuallv 
hq~f!: jobs associated with 
th~ ·mines. :tnc. remaining three are 
an ll-year--0ld boy. a l~year­
Q.l_~_~gh school student and 
a single woman. The boys 
have levels just over 10 ppm, 
the doctor ~ys. and the wo­
man has a level of about 60 
ppm. 

"The citizens of Yellow­
knife ean feel reassured that 
they are not being poi­
soned."' Dr. F.aton said at a 
press conference here Tues­
dav:' 
. :'As far as the ge-n~ral. 
population ,of Yellowknife is 
conce rned. the sun·ev re­
sults that we have gfve a 
clean bill." 
~d how he could state 

that--\i ellowknife "residents" 
ha~o worries when at least 
t~f the nJn-mining pop­
u~ were undergoing fur­
tf\_~ests. the doctor re­
pliM: "In my opinion 
there.s no health hazard to 
residents." 

. Re:pointed out that the 
·kitHI~f arsenic dust that 
might· be produced from the 
Y elfuwknife area natural!v. 
fro.m;. the green stone reeks 
of t-h-e area , is non-toxic. 
ThiS'1cind of arsenic dust 
might be to blame for the 
high rounts among the three 
residents being tested. 

There were two people 
who look part in the survey. 
Dr;;Eaton said. who had 
been..-ln Yellowknife for J,t 
anif57 years respectively. 
Neitker had a trace of arsen­
ic in I heir hair. 

Jf~ estimated 5fi native 
pwple were tested mr.luding 
some from the back bay area ... 

of town where warning si!?ns 
tell people not to dnnk the 
water. 

Dr. Eaton said the native 
people fell in the range be­
low 10 ppm and that "one or 
two" people who had been 
drawing th eir wa ter from 
back bay had no trace of ar­
senic. 

Dan Billing. the chairman 
of a local committee formed 
to co-ordinate arsenic test­
ing, said he was "very en­
couraged" by the results of 
the testing program. 

But if Mr. Billing and Dr. 
F.aton were P.leased by the 
survey results. local steel­
workers union president 
Marsh Hawes wasn 'L 

''.To me this sounds scar­
ey." the gold mmer com­
mented after attending the 
press conference. "I came 
O\J t of there with a lot of 
questions unanswered." 

One of the questions Mr. 
Hawes wanted answered 
was what - in the face of 
!he acknowledged exposure 
hazard that exists at the 
Giant Mines milling opera­
tion - does health and wel­
fare suggest the workers 
there do. · 

Dr. ·Eaton commented 
that no orders ,,ill be issued 
Giant !\lines until the results 
of an environmental studv at 
the mill are analvsed. The 
studv will occur 'the same 
week as the clinical tests on 
the 63 people with high ar­
senic levels in hair samples. 

"There is an exposure · 
ha1.ard." Dr. Eaton said ear­
lier. "Whether that exposure 
is doing any harm to the in­
dividual we intend to find 

· oul" 
Dr. ~aton attempted to 

explain what the difference 
is between an "exposure 
hazard" and a ''health haz­
ard.'' 

''The difference is the 
dust falling onto the body 
may or may not be reflected 
by the ingestion of arsenic 
within the IJod\'." 

The highest ievel of arsen­
ic recorded in the samples 
came from a mill worker 
with a 440 ppm count. Dr. 
Eaton said there wa:; one 
ether mine worke r with a 
300 count. two in the 200 
range and or.e on the 100 
ie-1el. 
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,==-Nearly one-third or the 135 gold 
mine and mill workers who had 
hair samples tested for arsenic 
content in a survey conducted in 
Yellowknife last February were • 
found to have a higher than ac­
ceptable level of arsenic in their 
hair. 

Of the 565 other Yellowknife 
residents tested, less than 10 per 
cent were above the acceptable 
level of 10 parts pet million ·· 
tppm ). 

The results of the tests. con· 
duct~d after the radio 
program As It Happens. reported 
long-time. residents of 
Yellowknife~ 111lght Le en• 
dangered by the arsenic put into 
the air and water by the Giant 
and Con gold mines, were 
released May 27 by fecleral health 
and weHare minister, Marc 
Lalonde. 

The study revealed that "ln­
di·:idua ls employed inspeclfic 
mill occupations showed 
significantly higher levels than 
the population as a whole, and 
rcquire f.urlher examination and 
testing." 

No correlation was found 
between arsenic levels and 
drinking water sources in 
Yellowknife. And the 20 percent 
of the hair samples also tested for 
mercury content were wl!II within 
lhe accepted level of 60 ppm. 

The survey prog:-am com:isted 
or taking hair sam ples £or 
,innlvsis of ar,;cnic conlrnt 11:iir 
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method of initial screening for a 
large number of people and 
measures the degree of their 
exposure to arsenic. 

Arsenic levels in hair are not a 
measure of a degree of health 
risk since actual body levels may 
be substantially lower, according 
to the depar t,,ent's report of the 
study. 

Persons who- have no 
significant levels of arsenic in 
their hair will not have 
significant levels in their bodies. 
On the other hand, significant 
levels in hair have often been 
found associated with in ­
significant levels in the body. 

For this reason, those persons 
whose hair samples revealed a 
significant degree of exposure 
have been asked to have a further 
investigation to determine if any 
risk to their health exists. 

In assessing the results of the 
survey. Medical Services Branch 
officials emphasized that there 
are differences of opinion among 
scientists as to what constitutes 
an elevated arsenic level in hair. 
levels up to 10 ppm have been 
found in populations with no 
known exposure to arsenic and 
this level is considered to be 
acceptable by some a uthorities. 
Others regard 5ppm as a level 
that can "be accepted as occurring 
in non-exposed populations. 

Twenty-two percent of the mine 
workers. and 5.3 percent of the 
other r esidents tested had hair 
sample levels between 5 and 10 
ppm . 

Twenty percent of the samples 
were also tested for mercury 
content as an earlier st!.!dy had 

IC-
Ycl)owknife citizens are below 5 
ppm. and are therefore similar to 
levels for a non-exposed 
population, the levels of certain 
individuals in this group indicate 
the need for further in­
vestigation. 

There was no correlation fowid 
in the survey between arsenic 
levels aJld d,r_inking water 
sources. Particularly close at­
tention was pad toany possible 
relationship between arsenic 
levels and drinking water sources 
in Yellowknife as a result of 
concerns which had been ex­
pressed in recent months. The 
study found no correlaton bet­
ween the two, and therefore 
corroborates the findir1gs of the 
water testing program carried 
_out earlier this year. . 

As a result of the survey, 
further work will be carried out 
as follows: 

I. All perSl)ns found to have 
hair levels of arsenic greater 
than 10 ppm will be asked to 
undergo aninvestigation which 
will include a specially designed 
diagnostic questionnaire com­
bined with a physical 
examination. including a 24-hour 
1.ll"ine sample kr arsenic· levels: 

·. 2: Concurrent with . the . above. 
and in co-ordination with other 
agencies. the environment in the 
mine and mill will be examined to 
identify sources of a rsenic 
pollution and to measure the 
concentration of arsenic to 
determine the extent of exposure 
and to recommend corrective 
measures if indicated. 

indicated the possibility of 3. If the results of the medical 
mercury contamination also examinations of those people 
occurring as a result of the whose levels exceeded 10 ppm 
processing of gold ore in the mill. indicate the need, similar in-

All samples tested for mercury vestigations of persons found to 
_had levels of less than 10 ppm have arsenic levels in the hair of 
with one exception which was 25 between Sand l0ppm will then be 
ppm. Since the presently ac- . under taken. 
cepted ma>dmurn safety level for Further work will be carried 
mercury is 60 ppm it is not out to determine the risk .to the 
considered necessary to do any health of individual persons and 

, follow -up studies on the mercury to assess whether the levels of 
levels at this time. exposure in the mill and mine 

Themineand mill workers as a need further control 
group have a higher level of Letters have gone out to all 
arsenic in hair than would be persons who participa ted in the 
expected in a non-:expos.ed survey informing them of their 
population and follow-up action in individual results and advising 
this group is necessary. them of the significance of those 

Although levels of arsenic in results and of the furth er planned 
the vast majority of other investigation . 

news on the north, May 28, 1975 
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T 
Mine and mill workers in Yellowknife have a sJgnfflcantly high 

arsenic content in their hair. This was one of the findings of a 
recent survey of arsenic levels in hair conducted last February on 
residents of Yellowknife. Others tested show a much lower arsenic 
content. 

• the preliminary report stated that there was no correlation 
between the drinking water and arsenic levels. In fact, Dr. Derek 
Eaton of Edmonton, in charge of the testing program, said that not 
only is our water safe but among the purest in North America. 

Subjected to an intense grilling by the media during a press 
conference called Tuesday afternoon, Dr. Eaton managed to 
expertly field most of the questions asked but was unable to come 
up with an acceptable answer to the most important. What is the 
acceptable level of arsenic content? · 

Although there is a considerable difference of opinion among the 
experts. Dr. · Eaton st:1tcd·· that 10_ parts per million was the 
acceptable level of most countries and in fact, som-! countries had 
a much higher acceptable level. 

He went on to say that Yellowknife was in an arsenic 
environment area due to the presence of the poisonous bearing 
rock and because of this, the acceptable level her~ was higher than 
it would be in non-arsenic environment areas. 

TI1e hair sami,Hng tests were cal'fied out last Feb111ary with 700 
residents taking part. Jn addition to testing for arsenic, 20 percent 
of the samples were also tested for mercury contamination. The 
report stated that all samples tested, with one exception that 
showed 25 ppm, had levels of less than 10 ppm (parts per million). 
As the present a'tceptable mercury level is 60 ppm, no follow up 
studies will be done in this field. · 

Those people whose hair sampling shows less tha:i 5 ppm have 
no cause to worry, according to Dr. Eaton. Some people with levels 
of S to 10 ppm may be given more tests while those with levels 
over 10 ppm will be visited by health officials and advised that 
fl.Lrtbtt rests will.he cpnducted.. 

R.t.~sting should be completed by June 9th and the results, 
toge:ffltr with,a much larger environmental study which is now in 
progress shoulo be compiled and released to the public by the end 
of September. 

Although man_y Yellowknifers may breathe a sigh of relief, some 
residents are very much worried. · 

As the report states, 'clearly. the mine and mill workers as a 
group have a higher level of arsenic in hair than vmuld be expected 
ir: a non-exposed population and follow-up action in respect of this 
group is necc!>sar/ . 

Marsh Hawes. Area Council President of the United 
Steelworkers ·of America, pnt it bluntly when he asked Dr. ~ton, 
' What recommendations arc you making to j1e0ple in this danger 
zone?' 



.. 

Himself a ininer, Mr. Hawes was not happy with the answer that 
further tests would be conducted, nor was he happy with the 
answers or non-answers to other questions. 

'We should be doing something right now' he said, 'not waiting 
for more and more tests. These results show that more than 32 
percent of the miners tested have more than 10 ppm. let's get on 
with it'. . 

'We're always the last to know what is going on and we are the 
people who have the most to lose', he commented. '.There are still 
too many questions they didn't answer' . 

The arsenic testing program came about as the result of a 
gov_ernment study conducted in 1966 which was not made public 
until the findings were aired on the CBC radio program. As h 
Happens. 

_ Doctor Eaton told newsmen thac should further testing and 
· screening be necessary once the final re,;ults of the program are 

· knowrr in· September, the government would o·e·ar th·e costs for tlie 
additional clinical or hosp:tal work. 

Chairman of the Yellowt-.nife Standing Committee on Arsenic 
Pollution in the Yellowknife area, Dan Billings. issued an interim 

,report stating: the public water suply of Yellowknife is safe; fish 
caught i:l the area safe to eat; 25 collecting stations plus other 
units are still engaged in air pollution studies; Long Lake is safe to 
swim in and water other than tap water is of doubtful purity and all 
vegetables grown in the area should be washed before using. 

·~ : . ·~ 
RESULTS OF ARSENIC SAMPLES IN HAIR SJUDY. 

UnderS ppm 5-10 ppm Over 10 ppm 

No. of % of No. of % of No. of "lo of Total 
persons total persons total persons total Test 

MJne & Mill Workers 61 4S.2 3() 22.2 « 3Z.6 135 

Other residents S16 91.J 30 S.3 19 3.4 S65 

All persons tested 577 82.4 60 8.6 63 9.0 700 
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