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~~~i~cr REPORT ON ARSENIC PROGRAM - YELLOWKNIFE 

Pr esent situation on the arsenic pror,ram is as follows: 

1. 

2. 

Educational campaign 

Signs have been posted in both English and Dogrib along the water 
system warning aeainst the dangers of drinking water. No tices have 
nlso been inserted in t he paper regarding this health hazar~ with 
particular reference to the recent survey. 

Sur vey of Arsenic Levels 

This has been carried out and r esults of the survey are awaited. 
l•fuen results are available, they will he made knot-m to indiv:i nuals 
by l etter and there will be follow-up visits to the individual's 
home by a nurse to explain the results . A total of 700 persons 
were t ested . Of these 167 were miners , 55 were Indians, and 
4 78 .were other persons in the Yellowknife aren . The low turnout 
of Indian people is disappointing but t here was a <lvertising in 
t he local papers in the Do::,-rib l::i!l~uage as well as visits to each 
h0~e b~• ~n Ind:'..a!l ::;i!"l uho r:1·.'~ eY.pl:?.n.?.tion~ !.:~t~ i:! Er.;:-;lis~1 .:i.nd 
Dogrib about the prograir, . 

3. Augmentation of Local Staff 

( a ) A public health nurs~ was hired for the duration of the survey 
program. There is no need for her services in the ~cantime 
but, if necessary, additional services will be hired for the· 
follow- up portion of the progr&m once the survey results are 
available . 

(b) Environmental Eealth Officer The Zone is generally short 
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s t affed with Environmental Health Officers and has not been 
successful i n recruiting an additional one at this time. 
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(c) Public Health Engineer - Recruitment action 18 nm, underway. 

(d) Clorical Service• - Additional services only r equired during 
the aurvoy end not required at this t ime . 

(a) Consultant advice available from the Aasiatant Regional Director, 
.Northwest Territories Region, and Dr . Patterson at Branch 
Headquarters . 

Follcr-1-up nf Persons Previously Teated in 1967 and Found to Rave 
Abnormnl Arsenic Lovcla 

Action is presently underway to ascertain tho names of these peroons. 
At this point in time no epecific actiona have been undertaken until 
uamaa are nvailablo. r· .J ~ 'ii( 
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