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Mr. Marsh Hawes, 
President, 
Steel Workers Area Council, 
United Steel Workers of America, 
YELLOWKNIFE, Northwest Territories. 

Dear Mr. Hawes: 

OTTAWA, KlA OK9 

I have your telex referring to the interim report 
on the Yellowknife Arsenic study and I have noted and 
considered the contents with care and concern. 

Invitations to the press conference were issued 
to members of local press , radio and television agencies. 
It was not intended to be a public forum on the problem, 
although there were a bsolutely no restrictions placed on 
who could attend, a nd y ou are aware that in addition to 
the media representation, officials fro m the Territorial 
and Federal Governments and from the United Steel Workers 
Union were present. 

Results of the study wer e made available on an 
individual basis to each worker who participated. Letters 
to this effect were dispatched t o all pa r ticipants before 
the press conference was convened, and this has been 
followed by personal contact by health officials from my 
department . This was done to assure und e rstanding by th e 
participating members of the Union while preserving the 
confidentia-lity of thei r health r eco rds. It is my 
opinion that this combination of individual notification 
and open press conference has assured that residents of 
Yellowknif e have access to all the facts and implications 
of the report without any loss of a person~ right of 
medical confidentiality . ~ 
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Mr. Marsh Hawes 

As explained in the press conference, the 

measurement of arsenic levels in hair is a useful screening 

process to determine exposure to arsenic . The signifi­

cance of elevated levels, however, must be determined by 

detail ed clinical evaluations including a 24-hour urine 

sample for arsenic levels. This second phase of the 

investigation commenced in Yellowknife on June 9. Th e 

results of this phase will enable my officers to differen­

tiate between ingested and "fall-out" a rsenic, a nd thus 

assess the health hazard to residents of Yellowknif e . 

The answers to the questions posed in your telex th e r efo re 

are dependent on the results of the investigations 
currently being carried out. 

I can assure you that I view this continuing 

investigation as a matter of urgency. I hope you will 

liaise closely with officers of my departm ent in 
Yellowkni fe concerning any aspect of th e investigation 

and its progress. If the current study indicates the 

ne ed, we are prepar e d to take immediat e measures to 

monitor and protect the health of the residents in th e 

area. 

Yours _ truly, 

M. LP..LONDE,,. 

Marc Lalonde 
cc: Mr. Don Wilson, 

President Local 802, 
United Steel Workers of America, 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

Mr. Martin Kolenko, 
President Local 803, 
United Steel Workers of America, 
Yellowknife, N. W.T. 
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Hr. Hareh Ba•••• 
r rea1dent, 
Stael Worker• Area Council, 
vaited Steel Vorker• of Aaerica, 
YZLLOftBIYE, orthweat Tarr1tor1ea. 

near Mr. l!awee: 
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OTTAl1A, 1 0~9 

I h••• your telex referriaa to tbe iuteria report 
ou the Yellowknife Araeu1c atudy and I baTe noted aud 
couaidered the couteat• with care and coucaru. 

1DT1tationa to t•e pre•• conference were taaued 
to •••bera of local pr•••• r adio au4 tele•1a1on ageuciea. 
It••• not intended to be a puhlic feraa oath• pro~l••• 
lthoagh there were abaolata1y •• reetr1ct1••• place• on 

wbo eoal4 att•••• ad yo• are aware t•at 1• ad41t1oa to 
the ae41a repreaeatatioa, effte1a1• fro■ the Territorial 
••4 Federal Co••r••••t• ••4 froa t~• Vatted Steel Vorkera 
Ua1•• were preaeat. 

R•••lt• of the etudy ••r• aada •••11•~1• oa •• 
ta•t•idaal ~••1• to each worker who participat••• Latter• 
to th1• effect ••r• d1apatche4 t• all partieipaat• ••fore 
th• pr••• eoaferaace waa co••••••• aad thia ha•\••• 
foll•••• ~1 per••••l coataet •1 healt• official• fro■ •Y 
••partaaat. T~l• •••••••to ••••r• ••••rataad1•1 by t~• 
i,artleipati•I •••••r• of tlae 1Jaioa wlall• preaer•l•s tbe 
coafldeatlality •f their ~••1th recor••• It i• •1 
eplaioa tbat thi• coablaatloa of 1ad1•14••1 aotlficatloa 
aad open pr••• coafarenee haa aaaured that raaidant• of 
Yellowknife ha•• ace••• to all t~• fact• aa• iaplicatioaa 
of t~e report witho•t ••1 lo•• of• per•••• riaht of 
aedleal coaf1deatia11t7. 
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Mr. Kar■h Bawea 

Ae explaiaed 1a tba pre■■ conference, th• 
•••••r•••nt of ar■enie l•••l• tn hatr i■ • u■efal ■creentaa 
proe••• to deterata• axpoaure to ar■eatc. Th• ■taatft­
caac• of •l•••t•d 1•••1•• how•••r• · ••t •• daterai••• •1 
detailed cltalcal •••laatioa■ includiaa a 24-hour urine 
•••Pl• for ar■entc l•••l■• T•1• ••cond pha■• of th• 
ln••■ttaattoa coaaeaeed ia Yellowkaif• oa J••• 9. Th• 
re■ult■ of tht■ ph••• will aaabl• ay officer■ to diffarea­
tiata between tnaa■te4 ••• "fall-out" araeaie, aad thua 
•••••• th• health haaard to realdaat■ of Yellowknife. 
Th• •••w•r• to the ••••tioa■ poaad ta your telex therefore 
are 4epaadeat on th• re■ult■ of th• l••••tiaatlon■ 
eurreatlJ ~•t•1 earrta4 out. 

t can ••••r• you that I •i•w thl■ coatlauiag 
t•••■ttaation •• a ■attar of uraaaoy. I hope you will 
11•1•• aloeely with officer■ of •7 departaaat 1a 
Tallowkaif• concerataa any a■peet of th• i•••■tiaattaa 
and it• proar•••• I f th• current atudy tadtc•t•• th• 
•••d, we are prepared to take taae41ate •••••r•• to 
aon1tor and protect the health oft-• re•ideate to the 
area. 

cc: Mr. Don Wilaon, 
President Local 802, 

Your• truly, 

Mare Lalonde 

United Steel Worker• of America, 
Yellowknife, ~.w.T. 

Mr. Martin Kolenko, 
President Local 803, 
United Steel Worker• of America, 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
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