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Find~gs on arsenic 
c~allenged by lndi-ans 

An Indian group has an­
llOUl'ICed its own study results 
to lbow 1hezv ii an arilelilc 
Jscalth bazan1 in Yelknl1mife. 

Last ...t the federal 
th and Welfare Depart• 

mtDt announced its test, had 
lbown a beaUh hazard WIii 
not likelJ escept poatbly to 
workers lll tae Giant Yellow­
ulfe Mmes Ltd. gold miDe 

mill 
Yesterday the Natianal 

IDdian Brotherhood laid its 
ln6ependent lllt'Vey "llhows 
111ore than one-third of the in­
dividuals teated bad levela 
that wen unacceptably high." 

Both were testing levels of 
anenic in hair samples, an 
accepttd means of screeninf' 
out fbore who may ha\le high 

arsenic levels in their bodle£. 
'nle Government study, 

done ill February, noted 
some authorities consider lift 
parts per million to be an ac­
ceptable Jevel while others ae­
cept 10 ppm. 

tt found 571 of the 700 peo­
ple tested have levels !es, 
than five ppm. eo had levels 
between five and 10 ppm, and 
63. more than two-thirds of 
whom worked in the mine or 
mill, had levels higher truln 10 
ppm. 

In a atatment yesterday, 
the Indian group referred lo 
five ppm u ''the arbltrnry 
level chosen by Ottawa u in­
dicating arsenic e:qio. ure" 
and six ol 18 people it tested. 
including four of six children 
under 13. were over this level. 
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