
• JUne 5, 1975 

~ TO '1'H8 MINWl'm 

N:>tes for statement at testing for nnrcury in 

YellaiJQUfe meai 

During tht survey on arsenic levels in hair ■mrples of 

J:eJidonts of the Yel.lOfdatlfe area that 1''a!I carried oot in Feb'rua.ey, 

1975, tests for tmCUtY wem also done at 201 of t.'18 hair f.Rml>W• 

~e teats ~ dale becausa a stu:fy dcr.o by reccan::hera of the 

uniwraity of Iowa 80l1ll yean a()O had indicatod ti» possibility o~ 

mm:ury cont:aminntioo also occurln9 as a rosult of the prooossing of 

gold on, at Yellcwknife. 'lh! study of aroenic lavol.s providBd en 

~t.y tD cbtain up,-to-date Wo:amtim cm the poasil>Uity of 

a m:m:c-.n:y problen, sinco tha pre3CmCO of! ncrcur:y in h\Jtl!n hair 1a 

a good indicatial of ~, and to what extent, it is preaent in 

the body. 

All the hair sa:rples tested !or mercury mwal.ed levels of leas 

than 10 parts per m1Uiai (pp:o) with me exoepticn, ,lbich was 25 Pfffl• 

Sinca the pmsentl.y acxapt:ed mxinun safety l.aYel for 1rercury is 60 ~, 

it was a::n:looad that ful.-..mr follo.M:.p studiGs on ~ lovols wre 

not necassa.ry at thi1J time. 'Itda CXl'lClusion wu th£. one I made knom 

in r.tf pros$ mleaae of l'-?rf 27. 
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Sino& that time official.a ot the Natiooal Indian Bxot:hem:xx1 

have OCl'ltact:ed DP/ official.3 to into:r:m them of the results of a aurwy 

carrlAd o.it for them al arBenic and nercuey lsvel8 in sat8 hair amtpl.e8 

of residents of tx> native camunit:ies very near Yal.lowkni.fe. All 

reporta1 to 'lfff officials, this survey was of 18 hair urq>lu, but 

lavals of mercury were reported al ally two of th9 8m!plea. Both of 

theM saples an re.parted to have J:1M94led significently elevated 

levels of tiYll'CUlY• 

ltlerl told of these results, ll1'/ officials imnedJately requested 

the Natiooal Indian Brot:hemx>d to provide too:n with the full report ai the 

aurwy, because they wiohod to follow up with further tests on any 

individuals fourxl by tha NIB to haw aignifiCMt arsenic or~ hair 

lewls. We have not yet nx:mved the rq;x>rt fran NIB, md m:e therofom 

-not yet Able to draw any cxnclusions l!lbout too two mercw:y levels mported, 

or al the msthodology used in tho tests. 

In the meantime, ~, the results reported by NIB have al.raady 

bean~ to the Northern Health serv.t.ma with tha insb::Uetions that 

they are to oontaot tb3 individuals CXJnCemed md uk than to have clinical 

examinatiaUI during Phaso n of the Yellowknifa survey which will start 

m June 9. 

lb3ther still further tests or surveys should be ocmucted at 

thi8 tiJie in oxmecticn with nm:on:y is eanet:hilYJ that will be assessed 

Wl8ft 11!f Oepartmeint hi:i.11 l"\ad an opportunity to stufy the full report of 

the NIB survey mid thcsg cl.inical e,amumtiam have been c.hle. 'lhe foot 

nina1M that tha J?UCh larger &UrYe'f carried out by fI¥ ~t d1Al not 

nwea1. Mr:{ m!!lrC\D.'Y level.fl of aignif iCMC9, and the two high levels reported 
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fran the NIB survey 1Tll9t be examined in that light. Despite this 

fact I want to asmu:e tha Holo1rable M3m:ler and the House that 

in additicn to the iJmecliate atepa I have described, my Departn'ent 

will follow up with "4\atever further ~ we ftnd to be necessaxy to 

nrnitor the health of the xesidants of the area and to enable us to 

take masures to protect it. 
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