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Findings ~n arsenic 
challenged by Indians 

An Indian group has an• 
nounced its own study results 
1D show there is an arsenic 
bealth hazard in Yellowknife. 

Last week the federal 
Health and Welfare Depart• 
ment announced its tests had 
lbown a health hazard was 
• t likely except possibly to 
WDrkers in the Giant Yellow• 
lmlfe Mines Ltd. gold mine 
111d mill. 

Yesterday the National 
Indian Brotherhood said its 
iDdependent survey "shows 
more than one-third of the in­
dividuals tested had levels 
that were unacceptably high." 

Both were testing levels of 
arsenic in hair samples, an 
accepted means of screening 
out tbole who may have high 

arsenic levels In their b<idles. 
The Government study, 

done in February, noted 1ba 
some authorities consider tlwl 
parts per million to be an • 
ceptable level while others.,. 
cept 10 ppm. 

It found 577 of the 700,. 
pie tested have levels lell 
than five ppm, 60 had leftls 
between five and 10 ppmt ad 
63, more than two-thir111 GI 
whom worked in the mine or 
mill, had levels higher than JO 
ppm. 

In a statement yesterday, 
the Indian group referred lo 
five ppm as "the arbitnry 
level chosen by Ottawa as in­
dicating arsenic exposure" 
and six of 18 people it tested, 
including four of six children 
under 13, were over this level. 
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Question possible en Chambre / l'arsenic a Yellowknife. 

La decoupure de journal ci-jointe revele l'existence d'une 

etude de la NIB suite a la publication des resultats de notre enquete 

sur l'arsenic a Yellowknife, • 

1. Des officiers des Services medicaux viennent tout juste 

d'apprendre l'existence d'une telle etude faite ou commandee 

par la NIB. Des que nous serons en possession de celle-ci 

(nous avons presentement un resume d'une page) et que nous 

connaitrons le protocole de recherche utilise dans ce cas, 

nous serons en position de conunenter. 

2. Au dernier paragraphe de l'article, ~n parle de "The arbitrary 

level chosen by Ottawa". Notre communique de presse fait 

clairement ressortir que d'apres la litterature scientifique 

existante il n'existe pas presentement de niveau reconnu. Nous 

avons precise que les avis des scientifiques differaient sur 

ce qui constitue un taux eleve d'arsenic dans les cheveux. 

"Des taux s'elevant jusqu'a 10 ppm ont ete constates 

populations non reconnues cormne exposees a l'arsenic 

taux sont juges admissibles par certaines autorites. 

cependant considerent 5 ppm conune le taux admissible 

populations non exposees." 

chez des 
et ces 
D'autres 

parmi l es 

Ceci refute done "the arbitrary level" mentionne dans l'article. 

En conclusion, il nous est impossible de commenter cette etude 

en ce moment-ci car nous n'en connaissons pas les details . Toutefois, 

nous serons heureux de joindre les resultats de cett e nouvelle r echerche 

a la sonune d'informations que nous possedons deja ace sujet, ce qui, 

sans aucun doute, constituera a la phase 2 de notre e tude , annoncee dans 

le cODDI1unique de presse de la semaine derniere (examen clinique des cas 

"critiques"). 

(it 
Michel Fillion. 
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Findi-~gs 011" arsenic 
~ bchalle.nged· by Indians 

An Indian group has an-
'I ' noimced Its own study rellllts 
I , ., ~ 1how there ls an ·ai'lelifc ' 
\ bealth hazard in Yelk>wklufe. 
, - Last week the federal 

Heal1b and Welfare Depart• 
ment announced its tests had 
lhown a health hazard w• 
not likely ·except poastbly to 
worken ID the GI.ant Yellow• 
knife MiDes Ltd. gold IDine 
and mill. 

Yesterday the National 
Indian Brotherhood ,a.id its 
Independent aurvey "shows 
more than one-third of the in­
dividuals tested bad levels 
that were unacceptably high.·• 

Both were testing levels of 
arsenic in hair samples, an 
accepted means of screening 
out thole who may have high 

arsenic levels in their bodies. 
The Government study, 

done in February, noted that 
some authoritiea consider flve 
parts per million to be an IK>­
~J)table level while others ac­
cept 10 ppm. 

It found rm of the 700 peo­
ple tested have levels 1'8 
than five ppm, 60 bad levels 
between five and 10 ppm, ud 
63, more than two-thlras o! 
whom worked in the mint' or 
mill, had levels higher than JO 
ppm. 

In a statement yesterday. 
the Indian group referred to 
five ppm as "the ru-bitrary 
level chosen by Ottawa as u1-
dicating arsenic expo.'!Urf' • 
and six of 13 people it te\tt'd. 
including four of six children 
under U, were over this level. I 
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