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Dear Mr. Nelson: 

ch ecked i mme di a te l y after our t e l ephone conver sat i on 
with my Reg i ona l Hea d~ua r ters concerning your r eq uest to 
obt a in a copy of· th e Intrad epa rtmental Repo rt on our scr ecn-
i n g a nd c 1 i n i ca 1 f o 1 1 01,1 - up exam i n a t i on s of p r es um ab 1 y a r s en i c -
exposed Mi ne and Mi 11 workers emp l oyed by the Gi a n t and 
Con s ol id ated Gold Min es i n Yel l owknif e , N.\LT. I 1va s adv i sed 
th at Intrad e part me ntal Reports c an on l y be re l ease d by our 
Headquar t e r s i n Ottawa. 

I presume that th e re i s no object i on to r epeat here the 
g i st of th e summar y as thi s was a lready r e l eased by the Mini s ter 
to the Press i n Septe mber, 1975 and may h ave been quoted to yo u 
i n fu ll or in parts 

We con c l uded th a t: 

J ( 1) 

( 2 ) 

V 

( 3) 

I/ 

( 4) 

Th ere was n o ev id ence for excess ive arsen ic exposure 
to the c i t i zens at l arg e i n Ye ll owkn if e . 

So me l ong-term emp loy ees engaged i n the Mi 11 process , 
in part i cu l ar t hose wo rkin g as roa s ter s , ba g house 
cl eaners and to a l esser degree ch em i ca l a na lyst s 
demonst rated s i gnif ic ant l y e l evated hair l eve l s and 
marg i na lly i nc rease d 2 1.t hour urinary excre ti on of 
ar sen i c. 

Clini ca l ev id ence of true system i c arsen i c tox i c i ty 
was not foun d , but l oca l skin r ea ction s r e l ated to 
contact wit h a r sen i c l ad en dust we r e freq ue ntly 
r eported by th i s group of Mill emp l oyees. 

Th e de gr e e of system i c arse ~i c expos ur e as r e flect ed 
i n u~in a ry exc r e ti on r ates, even i n th i s grou p or 
Mill emp l oyees , compa r es f avcu;-ab l y wi th th ose 

I r eport e d in th e li terature . In deed , the mean ur i n ary 
excret i on l eve l s of arseni c in th ese 56 persons 
i dent ifi e d by prev i ous ha i r ana ly s i s as th e probab ly 
most exros e d pe rson s i n Ye l 101-1!,n i f c , and cons i st in g 
ma i n l y of Mil I em p l oyees wa s wi t h 49. 8 mi crogram per L. 
and 73 .1 mi crograms pe r 24 hr . l ess t han 10% of the 
mean excret i on r epo rt ed for a l a r ge se ri es of expose d 
Sme lt e r workers (Pinto, ct a l.) , and i n th e range of 
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hi s 11 unexposc•d 11 contro l s, rC'ach i ng i n no case even 

nea rl y to l eve l ~ r~gitded by Elkins and other 

author i t i es in th i s f i e l d a., 11 bio-s i gn i f i cant 11 • 

Th i s i s a l l L h e u s I.! f u 1 i 11 f o rm at i on am f r c e L o g i v e ~' o u 

at th i s moment as t hi s h .:is been re l ca<,,d to the pub li c prev i ous l y . 

do u b t th a t you r e a l l y n cc d rn o re th an th i s . Sh o u 1 d yo u , h o 1·1 c v c r , 

desire t o read the full r eport , I have to refe r you t o Dr. l /a ll 

!3 l ack , Di rector Genera l P ro9 r am Management, Med i ca l Serv i ces 

Br,•11ch , Hea l th & We l fa r e C.:inada , 2 55 Argy l e Ave n ue, Otta•·1a, Ontar i o , 

K I f-1 0 L 3 , ~, h o h a s t h e f u 1 1 r e p o r t a n d m a y d e c i d c a b o u t r e I e a s e o r 
a l l or p a r ts of i t t o y ou a ft e r n atura ll y de l et i ng a ll p e r son~il 

ident i f ic at i on of exam i ned persons . 

I wou ld app r ec i ate to r e c e i ve c op i es of r ev i ews and other 

i r, f o r ma t i on y o u ma y h a v e L. o 1 1 e c L e d i n t h ; :, f i t! 1 c.l • 

OS/ms 

cc : Reg i on a l Di r ecoo r . 

✓ D r. Lya l l M. B l a ck, Dir. Gen . , Pr ogram- Ma n agement . 
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