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REPORT OU ARSEUIC PROGRAJ1 - YELLOWKNIFE 

Present situation on the arsenic , rogram is as follO\ls: 

1. Educational campaign 

2. 

Signs have been posted in both English and Dogrib along the water 
system warning against t he danger3 of drinking water . Notices have 
also been inserted in the paper regarding t his health hazard with 
particular reference to the recent survey. 

Survey of Arsenic Levels 

This has been carried out and results of the survey are awaited. 
ltlhen results are available, they vill be made known to individual s 
by letter and there will be follow-up visits to the individual's 
home by a nurse to explain t he results . A total of 700 persons 
were tested. Of these 167 were miners, 55 were Indians, and 
l>78 were other persons in the YellO"·knife area. The low turnout 
of Indian people is disappointing but there was advertising in 
the local papers in the Dogrib language as well ns visits to each 
home by an Indian girl \r10 gave explanations both in English and 
Dogrib about the program. 

3 . Auu,nentation of Local Staff 

(a) A public health nurse was hired for the duration of the survey 
progrm:i . There is no need for her services in the meantine 
but, if necessary, additional oervices will be hired for the 
follow-up portion of t he program once t~e survey results are 
available. 

(b) Environmental Health Officer - The Zone is generally short 
staffed with Environmental Health Officers and has not been 
successful in recruiting an additional one at this time . 
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(c) Pulte llu.ltb laaiMff - lecnia.Mt actln la..., _.nay. 

<•> Cl.ad.cal Senf.ca - Ad41t1oul. aen1cu oaly n411dn4 4-1 .. 
die •flftJ' _. •t n41&lnd at thh daa. 

C•> Couultaat ahtce ..... u .. le fna tlle Aulacaat lea1.ona1 Director• 
Yortb'IHSat terr:ltol'I ... bpa, •• Dr. Pattenoa al lnach 
h•clll•rten. 

4. J'ollov-up of Pel'aou Prav:loualy Taate4 1a 1967 •• ~nad m 1lne 
AN.onal Ane11tc: l.wN1a 

Klll 

Action ta presently underway to ucertain the naaea of the•• peraoaa. 
At thie point in tiae no apecific actiona have been ua.dert:alum. until 
na•• are available. 
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