
M I N I STER OF' NATIONAL HEALTH ANO WELF'ARE 

ANO 

M I NISTER RE S PONSIB L E F'OR THE S TA T US OF' WOMEN 

Mr. Bob Kaplan, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of National Health 
and Welfare, 

Hou~e of Commons, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 
KlA OA6 

Dear Bob: 

PLEASE RETURN TO MEDICAL SERVICfS 

M I N ''ifP £ C,t_ LA 

SAN TE J'l,fi:\TIC"'lALE ~T O 'J O•t.:. tJ -~T--: SOC L 

C T 

OTTAWA, KlA OK9 
850-5-X751 (Dr. L.M. Black) 

MAR 2 2 1976 

Thank you for your letter of February 19, 1976 regarding 
correspondence from a Mr. F. Ford of Montreal relating to the 
health survey report on arsenic poisoning in Yel lowknife. 

Enclosed please find three copies of news releases 
relating to this matter dated January 9, 1975, May 27 , 1975 
and October 3, 1975. 

There has been no cover-up whatsoever relating to this 
study. You will note from the first. news release that, as a 
result of the survey, a number of steps were taken by the 
Federal and Territorial Governments and indeed copies of the 
report were made available at that time to the Territorial 
Government and to the town of Yellowknife. 

These three news releases demonstrate conclusively that 
there has been indeed no cover-up and that information relating 
to this problem has been fully disclosed and widely disseminated. 

Encls. 

To replace letter typed 
on March 8/76 
MlOO 
2-1805 

Yours sincerely, 

Prlginal Signed By 

MARC LALONDE 

Marc Lalonde 
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MINISTCR OF" NATIONAL HCALTH AND WELFARE 

AND 

MINISTER RESPONSIBLE F"OR THE STATUS OF" W0~1C N 

Mr. Bob Kaplan, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of National Health 
and Welfare, 

House of Commons, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 
KlA OA6 

Dear Mr. Kaplan: 

CI\NI\DA 

MINISTRE DC LA 

SANTE N ATIONALC ET DU fllCN • i:fRE soc ,.t.L 
ET 

Ml t.lS1 RE CHARGE DC LA SI TUA1 ION DE: LA F"CM •,• C 

OTTAWA, Kl A OK9 
8so-S-X75l(L.M . Black) 

Thank you for your letter of February 19, 1976 regarding 
correspondence from a Mr. F. Ford of Montreal relating to the 
health survey report on arsenic poisoning in Yellowknife. 

Enclosed please find three copies of news releases 
relating to this matter dated January 9, 1975, May 27, 1975 
and October 3, 1975. 

There has been no cover-up whatsoever relating to this 
study. You will note from the first news release that, as a 
result of the survey, a number of steps were taken by the 
Federal and Territorial Governments and indeed cop ies of the 
report were made available at that time to the Territorial 
Government and to the town of Yellowknife. 

These three news releases demonstrate conclusively that 
there has been indeed no cover-up and that information relating 
to this problem has been fully disclosed and widely disseminated. 

Encls. ~ 
Typed March 8, 
MlOO 
2- 1805 

1976 

Yours truly, 

Marc Lalonde 
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Parliamentary Secretary to the Feb . 19 ' 76 
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FROM: DATE: -----l l1inister of i:fational Health 
and Welfare , 

House of Commons, 
OTT.AW.A.,, Gatario, -- --
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IN BRANCH 
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I 
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ADM'S OFFICE: Ma r:cb 3 I :Z 6 PASSED : March 3 I 7 6 . -

(Date ) (Date ) t 

ACTION: Please prepare a reply for Ninister's signature by March 12 
1976 
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I 
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Mr. Bob Kaplan, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of National Health 
and Welfare, 

House of Commons, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 
KlA OA6 

Dear Mr . Kaplan: 

OT'l'AWA, KlA OK9 

MAR 2 1976 

On behalf of the Minister, the Honourable Marc Lalonde , I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 19 , 1976, concerning Mr . F. Ford of Montreal, Quebec. 

I shall be pleased to bring this to the Minister's attention and he will be replying to you shortly. 

., i, ✓ 

I I 

Yours truly, 
(.,"JGt~JAL s;...;;:r,D BY 

ANN C. JAMIESON 

Ann c. Jamieson 
Executive Assistant 



PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE: 

MINISTER OF NATIONAL HEAL TH 

AND WELFARE 

CANADA 

SE:CRETAIRE: PARLE:ME:NTAIRE: OU 

MINISTRE DE LA SANTE NATIONALE 

ET DU BIEN-ETRE SOCIAL 

The Hon. Marc Lalonde, P.c., M.P., 
Minister of Health and Welfare, 
House of Commons, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

I have received a letter from Mr. F. Ford 
of Montreal, suggesting that a health survey report done 
in 1969 concerning arsenic poisoning in Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
was "covered up" by our government. 

I would appreciate clarification of the report 
so that I might correct Mr. Ford's accusation. 

Yours very truly, 

4iK~~ 
York Centre 
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r-lr Bob l(np 1 an, 
Parli ar-:cntary Secret ctry , 
to the '. !i ni s ter of ;Jati ona 1 
Health and \!e l fare , 
Mouse of Cor.:r•'ons, 
Otta1·rn , Ontari o. 

T. FORD, 
167 Eq STE Cf\TH[r:I ;!E, 
r:o:!T~E/\L. QUEC[C. 

14th lJanuar_v , l ~i'6 . 

Under norr,:al circur'.S tanccs, I th ?.n:< ~eo'1l e ,._,:10 tv.!:e t:12 tire to \·.'rit2 to r-2 . H0':1cver, in t;1is cc:.se , t:,c not2 you sc;1t r:~ d~ted D::?cer.:oer 15th, 1975 en d th2 ~a~ph l cts encl osed l cac r.-ic to v_rond~ r \·1:12t!1e r or r.ot you arc tr~< ng to ins ~1-:: r.12 . 

In IT':Y l etter to you dated Dcc~~be r 3rd , 1975, I quoted stc1.t er.ients you had r.mde i n ti ie ' l iouse ' (r:2.ns&rd ()cte,')2r 21st, 1:7S). I 11rote to ~'OU about t:12 fivo2 year cov1 r up of ,:m /\tsenic r2!')ot·:: (Y21l 01·:!:n if2 ~:.'.1 . T.; and t he thr2c ye ar cover-u::, o-7 a ::erct.:r.Y ·r-erc..rt (. :: .'./. (u:l.:cc). 

Tiic r:.at::::ri al s you sent D= cio not r,~2nticn ei t'.i~r of t:1.:se~ i n f ac'.: t h~y do not 1.:2nti en 1:ercur~' or &rsr.n i c at 2.11. r:urt:~~ rr·ore, t!1c r)2.t 2ri .:i 1 you sent CJ.r..c fro;· i ;) . J . ::: . not . '. . 1-:.f:. ~!., 1::1idi ccu1d bl'.~ t0 so~ i nteresti ng s p2 c;..:lations . 

c.c. Flora :1acJonal d 
Sttn l ey ;~nc•.-1l es 

Yours truly , 

T. Ford. 
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