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POTENTIAL HAZARDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USE OF 
ARSENIC-BEARING TAILINGS IN YELLOWKNIFE NWT 

Thank you for your letter of July 16th . I note the reversal of policy since 
June 10th, the date of my enquiry to Branch Headquarters before initiating 
this correspondence with Health Protection Branch and that in future all 
requests for assistance will be handled from Branch Headquarters. 

As the initiative for following this particular information through is now 
with Branch perhaps it would be appropriate for me to make some sugges t ions 
concerning the relevancy of the information presently to hand. 

1. The information known to Medical Services Branch is also known to 
the Northwest Territories Indian Brotherhood . It is not known 
what use of this information is contemplated by the Brotherhood. 

2 . It may well be that the Arsenic is in a relatively inocuous form. 
While it is appreciated that this influences its acute toxicity, 
that is not the point. The Brotherhood and C.B.C. have not shown any 
interest heretofore in the negative radicle . I suggest that the 
presence of the metal will make news, not its chemistry. 

3. Certain levels of metallic radicle have not successfully been ac­
counted for in biological samples taken from the native population . 

4. I am not sure that we have yet heard the last of Arsenic from the 
news media or the Brotherhood. 

5. Finally, I would suggest that this issue should be one for action, 
rather than contemplation. 

I hope that the forthright style of the above will not be regarded as offen­
sive, but I apprehend embarrassment to the Department in the future and 

to make the warning very plain. 1> () 1 
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