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YELLOWKNIFE (August 1, 2017) — The NWT Chief Public Health Officer is advising
residents of the Northwest Territories about precautions they can take to avoid
exposure to elevated arsenic levels found in some small lakes around sites of past
industrial activity, such as Giant and Con Mines.

Based on available data, a map has been developed showing levels of arsenic found in
lake water. Public health advice may be adjusted as more information becomes
available from ongoing or future monitoring or research activities.

Map of Arsenic Concentrations Measured in Water Bodies in the
Yellowknife Area (August 1, 2017)

(Click here for PDF Version)

View larger map(link is external)

How to use the interactive map:
To zoom in and out, click on the “+” and “-“ buttons found on the left side of the map.

To view the legend, click on the “>>" found on the left side of the map.

To see concentration level of arsenic on a specific lake, click on the coloured circle. This
will also show you the longitudinal and latitude coordinates of the lake.

Please note to the best of our knowledge lakes without dots have not been tested.

Yellowknife River and Cameron River have been regularly tested for arsenic for many
years and have always been shown to be well below drinking water guidelines. It is safe
to swim and fish in these rivers; however it is recommended not to drink untreated water
anywhere.
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Questions and Answers - Arsenic Levels in Lakes around Yellowknife

Map of Arsenic Concentrations Measured in Water Bodies in the Yellowknife area
Arsenic in the Environment Around Yellowknife (Brochure)

Canadian Drinking Water Guidelines(link is external) (Health Canada)

Drinking Water in the NWT(link is external)

Mackenzie Valley Review Board(link is external)
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