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Thank you for the privile :;e of  s •.1,:,;:,lying our input on 

changes we feel to be nece s sary in the Mining Sa fe ty Ordina.-,ce 
o f  the Northwest Terr itories . Certai nly there are nur:.erou s 

are_9-s that need subs tan tial  re ·,- i sion . 

In thi s  submission , ,-,e :::2.:-Ce no real attempt to re-a.raft the 

actual worc.ing of  the Ordirance , since such legislation i s  altered 

and rewritten many times before being finali zed . In some cases , 

where our change s are relative ly minor,  we have changed a · few 
words in  existing sections to i ndicate the di rec tion we would like 

the amendments to take . 

A major priority should J:,e the formation of  a commi ttee to 
oversee all  matters connected  with the safe operation of mines in 
the N .N.  T .  This  comrni ttee cc ·:ld be known as the N .  W. T .  Mining 

Board to di fferentiate from eac:i min e •  s Hine safety Cornrni ttee . 

We propose that its  structure comprise equal membership from 

senior mining management , selected  by the Chamber o f  Mines , and 

s:;,nior labour representatives selec ted by maj or mining unions oper­
ating in the N . W. T .  The cha.:. r:nan , who should ·have tie-breaking 
capability ,  would be appointe:: by the Commissioner . 

This Board should evaluate changing conditions and techniques 
within the mining indus try and decide upon pertinent rule changes , 

inspection procedures and any other matters falling within i ts 
area of  competence in mining . '.i'hi s  Board should not be charged 
with disciplinary or supeP!isory functions , but a c t  instead as a n  

interested body o f  technically quali fied source personnel for the 

guidance o f  the Legislative Asser:>bly a!l.d the Corr>.mis s ioner , Due 
to the expert nature of such a · Board , its terms o f  reference 

should be as broad as poss.:.ble ,  and mechanisms should be put in 
·place to al low maximum inplerr,-:Titation of their recom.iTienda tions 1 

and particularly , since safety considerations are i nvolve d ,  some 
occasions �ill also call for a degree of speed.  

Any physi cal , technolo ,, ical , financial or sa fety condition 
1. n  mini'ng, existing or  n.0;-; , s:--iould be within·  the sphere o f  the 

Board to consider and act u20� . Its balanced s tructure should 
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create sound policies and ce::-tainly would provide interested 

gu idance to a concerned go·-rernraent . 

Sor.,e items not prc,se::-,-:::.:o· covered adequately in the present 
Ordinance need legis lative a '.:  '.:ention to protect worker health . 

We sugge s t  consideration be siven to se tting carefully s tudied 
limits on such work factors as maximum dus t level s ,  mi nimum 

lighting , maximum and mini�u� temperatures ,  and reasaoable ventil­

ation requirements . 

Obvious ly ,  some jobs and some workplaces will not be amenable 
to outri gh t  control o f  the a::iove factors . · In such case s , there 

.should be requirements for p:cotecti ve equipment or auxiliary 
lighting,  hea ting, cooling or whatever the particular s ituation 

may demand .  

Following are numero;;.s specific _ items we propose changing . 
I f  detail is  insufficient in  any case ,  we are prepared to amplify ,  

substantiate ,  and/or justi fy any o f  them . Please feel free to· 

request further detai ls . 

Sec . 2 (b) Add new subpa:::ac,:::aph ( iv) : 

5 0.. f e,{ 1 . . /(_ v fe.,5 . 
A paragraph de fin�ng a maximum figure for dust  concen­
trations accepta::ile under the varying condi tions o f  
available worke:c protection , and th e agents contained 

- in the dus t ,  sho:.1ld be included . 

/Yf 
Sec

t 
2 (d )  

t f/o., ! 

Sec . 2 ( i )  
Sec . 3 ( a )  
Sec .  3 ( c ) 

Add some requ� re:::ents for technical  qualification of  
mining inspectors . 

Same modi f ication as  2 (d)  above . 

Insert a require�ent for qualification of inspectors . 
As in  3 {a )  ace requirement for quali fication . 

--rh <7 ,1sec .  
i) I 

5 ( 1 )  { a )  Inspectors s r-,ould inspect o n  a regular basi s  and 
more frequently than scheduled i f  required .  

Sec . 5 ( 1 )  

lJAy r 
fo o do yo v .,,.  J O j 
W-<. LJ,' l/ Jo o v>"s · 

( w ho f e1.t 9 . 

Add a paragra:_:,:-, _s;;r::>owe:r:ioo Slll£.l9.Y£g__,J1trg, __ �fe_ry 
�__j;j;,ee -ll!er;-9,;._::-s to acc.9.m.:2any inspectors  on mine __________ ....,_ �- ""-"'· .. -... .........__-v-:-,..-'� 

.
,�---..... - .-.•-·,._ ___ • �.ec.tions . �.illi::, ....... Saj_e_t):'_,_9.�.r@]).l.je_t.€E= 5ho_y.}.._9~b-�.Y.r;, 

the___aµ t)?.o.�i.J:.y�,:;, __ req__����::!.�-�-:i..Ds_p�,;..1;:.i.qn 
�f s __ pec1 fie  D:.f,!21 ... e;is .. . · 

NOTE : We feel full in spections should be made on ,eJ;. 
lea st a mon thlv ::ia s i s .  ------------ ----··--.0-"-•- - ------.-.. -···----· 
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Sec . 1 2 . 4  and 
1 2 . 5  

Sec . 1 3 . l (a )  

(b)  

Sec . 14 . 1  ( a) 

{( v /-e.,s 

/vft '( Sec . 14 . 2 

Sec . 16 . 1  

(b) 

7 

0 /< 
Sec . 11 : 2 7 w1r 1 f- I S  

Sec .  18 . 2  

Sec . 19 . lt,/ 
Sec . 19. 4 

11-v� 
Sec.  19 . 5  y,1.,,s 

ht v..J  

- 4 -

1 
'-.../' 

Renumber as  1 2 . 3  and 12 . 4 respectively , 

h.,, I .,,J-fl'.uv,. " �­
" i s  under the age of  twenty-one yea� AND , 

no chc1nge 
- shall operate or be permitted to operate any 
hoisting engine at a mine shaft in which persons 
are carried . A trai nee operating under the direct 
supervis i on of an instructor shall be exempt from 
{b)  above .  Such ins tructor shall bear responsi-. 
bili ty for' safe operation of the hoist • .  

I nsert the word "miner ' s" be fore " certificate " .  
NEW . No person shall work in dust levels exceeding 
Threshold Limi t Value s wi thout �er training and 
protective equipment . 

· 
? 

Delete . � ""' '  '\V" ,j • ·� t,., ·  .. -.i\ .L l"J-.,._� . 
" . shall , within thirty days prior to the date 
o f  expiry of the certi ficate , be noti fied by tl:i..e 
employer,  who shall apply to a medical o fficer 

• 11 e tc .  
" • where the applicant is  free from respiratory 
diseases . "  

As in  17 . 2 above . 

Misprint " photograph " .  

Cons idera tion should be given to requiring soecial 
e.2,..ia.ID).J:@_i;:.l,_QEs for specifi_c; __ Joca:L ha�rd.E (eg :  
�sepic at  Gian t ,  radon at Echo B ay ,  heavy metals 
at various operations) . · · 
Any individual shall have 6ii) access to personal 
medical history as recorded under this Ordinance . 

Sections 21 , V�-ve _:eropose del_etion o f  these sections , and replaci: 
22, 23 -s,r..._,;,,._,, · them with sections empowering the Workers ' Compen-

tV(}.,y/J,t__ �t" sa tion Board or the Occupational Health Uni t to · 
carry out the func tions therein . 

1 Sec . 25 . 1  and 
25 . 2  

Sec . 26 (a )  
i,J h,t>--I- .  

Sec .  26 (b) �\e.
Jl 

ll.r ( 'YI 6 W 
Sec .  28 '  

O.t.-1-vf--z - /.,1/-0 
Sec . 3 0 . 3 

• 
I · 

Delete ( ="Y--c,.,.,,,,.'ph">aj -� ..,__., .,_:-..,hc..'e. ) 

"An owner of  a mine at which radioactive materials 
are, were ,  or could potentially be min�d :;> • •• .. 
Regulations of  Atomic Energy Canada concerning 
workers in related fields shall apply . 
. .. . has been  authori zed in wr i ti ng by an 
inspector . "  

NEW . .Jo i nt in�i;;tion by the Mine Sa fety CommiJ:..L, 
�� inspec tQL shall be carried out on w,w in­
stallations be fore use ,  or  before reactivation o f  
a _closed area or property . 

·- • 5 
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Sec . 5 ( 1) ( b) 

5 � w,.c.,, }r,_, /{, t- � �q_ 

t ,· w 1..-
t h"fl of ;,f5 

-3-
-'-. 

,_j . ld :) _  t b h Inspec tion noti ces shou be given o ot manaae-
me nt and the Mine Safety Corr,mi ttee . More emphasis 
should be given to requir i ng rapi d correction of 
�s .  Wider distribtuion of  inspection reports 
(bulletin boa.rds)  will  hej ghtcn employee awareness 
o f  problems and corrective ac tion required or tahm . 

De lete all a fter " .  . by day or nigh t . " Some 
inspections should be done withou t prior notice to 
avoid the tendency to part- time safety programs . 

The inspector shall  meet with the Mine Safety · 
Commi ttee i nvolved to di scuss and analy ze circum­
s tanc e s  surrounding serious or fatal accidents , 

- wi th a view to avoiding recurrences . Such meetings 
shall take place within one week of the occurrence . 

1 Sec . 5.5 . ;we propose that objections be filed a s  soon as ..,_ V0,; c,a ,11 /  do a,,.y/A' "'.1 L-- pos sible but not later than 3 days. (.,_ �� 14 .d....c .. ,- p. J 
{' . .  · '� , ... c:,. ,. r-117 , ,,,  
Na ;z1s, v,r . Sec. 5.6 Notification under this  section should be extended 

rAa f ;,-,.,.. .  ye� to the Mine Sa fety Committee involved . 

Sec . 6 (h) NEW . Any alteration ,  suspension , approval or can­
cellation of any rule ( s )  s ha l l  be circulated to the /,e, ':> Mine Safety Committee i nvolved .  

Sec.  7 . 4  

Sec.  9 
t,/liy Jr.H f- U. (;. 

NEW . Any suspension or  a lteration o f  rules under 
thi s  section shall be reported to the Mine S afety 
Commi ttee concerned . 

GENERAL :  We disagree with having. people working 
�ound alone . I f  this mus t  Ee done , voic� 
communication should take place at l�ast �rly .  
:):f such corrununication i s  impossible , workers should 
not be worki ng a lone . 

A L _ A  /1•,,. e. c .. ..,Further , a worker should be able to declare_the ,,,_,,4,IJ # L 1 _ ,  - Y /" ,  -
,n ..,,,,.): ,1/4 ,. L-- workplace unsafe , and in  this case representatives o/t. t. ttrL 4 I- r//· ;;/;e s  g,( oft}';e Mine Safety Commi ttee should immediately 

VII scfe · j.3,,1 ' 5  
/ 1 view the workplace to dete rmine i ts condition . . 

_k,. ;f  5a/e , .,,. v,u;11. � . 
}ua . Sec. 10 . 3 ( a )  A t  least once a month, in the comoany of a ·  mining t.J .....i  

w'h ,,._ f-

A a. 5 

, ,  

,. 11,_( 
:j,_nsi2ector, inspect all of the working pl aces in i ts 

/IV' mine . 

Sec. lj . 3 ( d) 
r-e.co ,,.. s. 

S ec .  11 . 1  
it. e. ,, do11� 
Sec . 11 . 2  

Sec . 11 . 3 .  

Have access to records concerning subje cts under 
i nspection . 

."No one under the 
age of  eigh teen . 

Dele te . 

Delete. 

" 
" "and no one under the 

Sec . 1 2 . l  
�/4,·s µ,N/.J. _,,, ,f- · .._//ow 

· " . e i ght hours shal l  be computed from._t.b�_t.ime 
�-.the surf <3:.S,�--t-2-.S..im!?.-<?.L�t)J.XA-..t.9_s.u;::_t. �--='=- -
I n  the case  of  hois t  operators , e i ght hours at the 
workplace sha ll  compr i se a normal shi ft . " . D 11&"/,·,...,._ U- G -

Sec . 1 2 . 2 ( c) 

S e c .  1 2 . 3  

De lete . \ ,,.-�4 . .  ,.�1- •� J , 
Delete . . 

4 
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0 • Sec . 34 . 2 V 

Sec . 36 . 1  

Sec . 37 . 1  
lo I(, 

Sec . 3 7 . l (b) 

Sec . 4 0 . 1  

Sec . 4 0 . 2  

1 

and the Mi°ne Sa Jy Committee concerned . "  

NEW . The !1i ne S a fe ty ·commi ttee, toge ther wi th an 
inspector, shall ca rry out an independent i nvesti­
gation of the circlli�S tances surrounding the 
accident .  

Change "photogr-aphs o r  drawing s "  to "pho tographs 
and accu;::a te scal e drawings " . Add a l a s t  sentence . 
" Photographs and drawings are to be made available 
to the Hine Safe ty Committee and the inspector . " 

" . send notice  i n  writing and in duplicate , 
to an  i nsp$ctor .§,ll.d �.Jl,e..-Sa.:f�y_(;Ql)l­
mi ttee of  such occurrence , and sha'll a ls o  furnish 
these-parties with such particulars  a s  they may 
require . "  
" . a mine i n  \',hich underground O?era tions 
have comcen ced, i . e .  - from_sha±t '2911ar�gown. 

De lete . ( �.,.._ .....-, '\ "" ..,.\_:, 
" . liable on·  summary conviction to ·a penalty 
a s  imposed by the courts . "  ? . 
" . to a f ine f..9.r. each day'· not exceeding ten 
thousand doll r . " \"iav.l \1--'1 0c, 0 , 

Perusal o f  the above reco:::-er.endations will show tha t  we would 

require much more from both the c1ine Safety Committees and the 

Mining I nspection branch of  government .  I t  i s  entirely possi ble 

that the inspection s ta f f  \-;o-ild have to be expanded. Indeed , we 

feel that the roles of both the above parties ,  and the companies 

a s  well, have to bear a grea ter load i f  the avowed goa l s  of safety 

i n  the mines i s  to be achieved . 

Certainly, the increased costs mus t  be considere d ,  but so 

mus t  the hoped-for reduct ions in death , . injury, Compensation 

payments and company insurance costs . 

Even i f  net h ighe r  costs ;-:ere recorded, k indly be reminded 

PRODUCTIVE economic 
i 

that thi s  i s  on<;, o f  ex tre:7;e ly· few truly 

sectors in the N . W. T . ,  and a relatively minor administrative cost. 
increase . i s  little enough to pay for a healthier mining industry . 

I f  major action i s  r.ot ta,, e n  along these lines , could i t  no t 

be said that we are payi :cg 0;1ly l i p  service a t  be s t  to the vital 

subject of employee and _e;::-,;;,loy c::- wel l-:being? 

L . L 
___ j 
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