
Notes from Mel Brown to 'r:'b. Daniels 

RE : BRIEF  TO GNWT ON MINE SAFETY DATED FEBRUARY 16th, 1981 

1. Introduct ion - says that i t  i s  i n  reponse to a mot ion respecti ng 
ammendments to the M in ing Safety Ordi nance. The title  of this brief and 

. the contents show concern for mi ne safety i n  general. I believe that this  
i s  ri ght. Ammendments to  the Ordi nance are a small, but i mportant part 
of mine safety. 
Reference is  made i n  the brief to "Mine Safety Services". DIANO has called 
the �roup "Min ing Inspect ion Servi ces'! . They are much more than that. 
We should try to get GNWT to adopt " Mi ne Safety Services". 
I agree w ith the wordi ng of 1.02, but suggest that, i niti all y, the Chamber 
try to get together w ith the Federation of Labour and present a mutually 
agreeable package of ammendments to Mine Safety Services and the GNWT. 
I f  this  could be done, we should expect no opposition from ei ther of the above. 

2. Objective - In  2. 03,  I would delete the reference to Saskatchewan WCB .  The 
assets of WCB ' s  are more dependent on assessment procedures that . on safety 
leg isl ation. 

3. Juri sdi ct i on - Recommendati on 2 .  The word "matters" should be changed to 
" regulati ons". Management must retain the primary responsibi lity for safety 
i n  the Industry. 

4. Organi zati on - I agree with this .  

5. Staffing - We should certai nly i nsist on competent, experi enced people i n  the 
mining i nspecti on group, but I have some reservations about speci fy ing 
"professi onal engineers". There i s  some engineering work to be done, and 
there shoul d be at least one engi neer i n  the group. However, I believe that the 
Senior M in ing Inspector shoul d be chosen more . for his  experience., h is  character 
and his  leadershi p  qual iti es than for his engi neering abilities. This may 
help us when we negotiate later for more flexilibity i n  the requi rements for 
Mine Managers, shi ft bosses, electrici ans, mechanics etc. 
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6 .  Ordi nance - 6 . 03 .  The duti es , respons i bi l i ti es and procedures of the ni ne 

Safety Commi ttees are not cl ear to management , i nspector,  uni ons or 

the commi ttees .  Thi s  shoul d be d i scussed i n  the ammendments to the Ordi nance . 

7 .  Summary - Recommendat ion 2 .  When we  tal k of "safety worki ng cond it ions" we 

shoul d add " acti ons" or "procedures " ,  or j ust speci fy " safety" , whi ch cons i sts 

of safe att i tudes , safe condi ti ons and safe procedures . 

Recommendation 4 .  The primary respons i bi l i ty for safety remai ns w i th 

management. 

Recommendat i on 7. Review wi th managers i f  they wish  to reta i n  the speci fi cati on 

of " Profess i onal Engi neer" . 

Mel Brown 

I ' I .L I , I ,  
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