
Northwest 
Territories Commissioner 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr . M. L. Brown , 
Mi ning  I ns pector, 
Department of Indian and Northern Affa i rs ,  
P . O .  Box 1 500 , 
Yel lowkn i fe ,  N . W. T .  

Dear Mel : 

24 November 1 980 

Further to our meeti ng and telephone conversation of l ast week when 
we di scussed the transfer of the Mine Safety function from the 
Department of Indian and Northern Affairs to the Terri tori al Govern­
ment,  I have come to the concl usi on that we wi 1 1  not be maki ng a job 
offer to you .  Thi s  deci s i on was not l i ghtly taken , i n  fact i t  was 
a mos t di ffi cul t  one . Had I not been ass ured that you have an offer 
of conti nui ng emp'loyment with the Department at work whi eh _wi 1 1  be 
i nteres ting to you and i n  a fi el d whi ch i s  of vital concern to us , 
we woul d  have proposed a transfer to you and made a j ob offer. 

As you have only two years before reti rement, i t  seems sensi b l e  
to me that we shoul d recru i t  a head of the Mi ne Safety un i t  to 
whom we can l ook for l eaders h i p  for a s ubstantial number of years . 
I real i z e  that you have a tremendous background of knowl edge and 
experience and I am hoping  si ncerely that you wil l permi t us to 
ea 1 1  upon thi s experience from time to time . 

In my es timation you have been an excel lent Mi n i ng I nspector ,  
bal anci ng the demands o f  l abour and management· to the mutual good · 
of both groups � Al though the transfer i s  some months away , p 1 ease 
accept at this  time .. my thanks for th i s  excel l ent work . 

c . c. : Mr. R. Horna1 
Mr. T. H .  Butters 

J hn H .  Parker ,  
Commi s s i oner. 
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