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Minutes of a Special NMeeting of
the Northwest Territories Council
conducted by telephone from the
office of the Deputy Cormissioner
on Thursdesy, January 19, 1950,

_le;’smbers cox_;s,ulte_d:

Dre He 1o Keenleyside = Commissioner

Mre Re Ao Gibson = Deputy Commissioner
Cdre L. Co Audette - Member of Couneil
¥ajor D. M. MacKay - " " "
Brigadier S T. Wood = h " n

At this meeting Council considered the results of recent study
gnd discussion of tThe asrsenic hazard arising from the roaster operations

‘of the mines st Yellowlmife, parbticulerly the Giant Yellowknife Mine,

It was reported that Mr. Miir, General Mensger for Gisnt

" Yellowknife Mines, was prepared to recommend to his company the immediate
-purchase of Cotirell equipment to remove arsenic from the roaster smoke;

however, it might take from twelve to fifteen months to complete the
installetions Al)l the experts seem to agree that the Cottrell equipment
is sgtisfactory but there remains the guestion of the dispossl of the
product from this process,.

The Deputy Minister of Health had previously recommeinded that
the roaster operation at the Giant Mine be closed down, This would mean
closing down the mine and hence economic disaster to the town of Ysllow-

“knifé, In view of the propossed action by Gisnt Yellowknife Mines, the

Deputy Minister of National Heelth wes consulted es to whether under the
circumstances he would be willing to modify his recommendation, Dra
Charron has gdvised, on behalf of the Deputy Minisbter of Nationsl Health,

. that the recommendation would have to stand but that if, despite thwe

recormendation, the Nortlwest Territories Council is prepared to take the

"ealeulated risk, then his Department would bs prepared to assist in
. reducing the risk to a minimum by helping to devise suiteble regulations

and providing a continuous survey of the area in order to provide protection
for the community.

After consideration of the above, Council decided that -

lo . Inasmuch as Dr. Stanton, Medical Officer of Health for the
Yellowknife area, is alsc Chairman of the Local Trustee Board « which
is the municipal body - the Council would not order the Giant Mine to
cease its roasting operations provided that -

(a) Mr. Mair assures the Administration immedistely thaet
the order for the Cottrell equipment has bsen plsced

and

(b) The edvice which the Administration is able to obtain
from the Deputy Minister of Health is placed in the
hends of Ur, Stanton immediately with the request that
these requirements be observed strictly.

26 . The Adminjstration is to ask the Deputy Minister of National
Health for advice and also for assistence in the matter of & contimuing
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3a With regard to the problem of disposing of the arsenic waste

" whieh will result from the Cottrsll process, steps are to be taken to

regerve an area for exploration so that a suitable leceation for the
disposal of the poisonous waste under proper supervision can be obitained.
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4, The Administrstion is to discuss immedietely with the
Consolidated Mining snd Smelting Company the similar problem which

they have at the Con Mine end arrive at a definite assurance of a
setisfactory solution within a reasonasble time. It will also be

necessary to warn the company operating the Negus Mine of the necessity

of proper safeguards in case thet company contemplates roesting operations.

On the above understending Council agreed that ore roasting
operetions et Yellowlkmife should not be closed down gt the pressnt time,
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