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Copy for - Dr. Charron 

Ottawa, 21 July, 1950. 

J.G. Mcidiven, }sq., 
Mine = Manager, 
iv egus Gold ¡lines, 
Yellowknife, 

Dear j°r. 

ARS i IC DI t'O , L, Y, I,LO .K.,IFE 

The .; bove subject únd the proposals put for and 
by yourself Last r. A.K. Muir were discussed at length 

by officials of the Department of 1 °Iirìes and Technical 
Surveys, the Department of national iiealth and .,effare 

and this De; artmen t in my office on the t th of July. 

It was the unanimous opinion of the meetinv that 

the resoorisibility for the solution of this use: epic dis - 

posal problem rests with the mining companies but that as 

dep-rtaen s we can pro; erly assit by making the various 
scientific services available. It was afreed: 

(1) Th -t a great deal more irìform .tion would feue to oe 

availaole before consideration could be F -ives, to the 

dit,soá,l of .4s203 in Vcrcnica Lake because data re- 

lating to the nature of the .L.ae bottom, amount of 

evaporation, amount of run -off and recipitation, 
feasibility of ü,,,Lnin; -off trie entire i.aise to prevent 

arsenic escaf_. in sclution through fissures in the 

rock, is insufficient to permit L en on whether 

trie suggested :ïethod would be û. satisfactory solution 

to trie ,roblem. 

(2) That it shoult. be possible for the mining cornpE,.nies 

interested in this arsenic uisposal problem to figure 
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out whether they will be able to construct a rock chamber 
which will hold the arsenic effectively. This idea was 
favoured, j;rovided that there is no direct contact with 
any of the mine workinKs and that the chamber would be 
vented to take care of arsene in a safe manner and, of 
course, that assurance would be given that seepage from 
the chamber would not contaminate the surrounding country. 

(3) That while the use of concrete vats is recognized as the 
safest method of storage, the Departments concerned do 
not desire to ¡Alt the mining companies to unnecessary 
expert e . 

ihus we feel that if surface storage is to be adopted, 
we will have to be supplied =.Tith evidence that the method 
in mlnd would, within reason, meet the requirements. Like- 
wise if underground storage is to be used, we would have to 
be s:o n that the can :itions me eticned herein would be met. 

In offering these views, we have ici mind that no 
solution other than trap sporting: the arsenic out of the 
territory would be wholly satisfactory. e feel that some 
eason_ale measure which will not be unduly costly to the 
companies is the a,..proch to the problem. In grief, we 
feel it is up to the companies to satisfy com,etent authority 
that the method of disposal they advocate will be a 
reasenbiy effective soluticn to the problem. 

lease be assured of our continued interest in this 
matter and I will be very pleabed to have your views on 
the above sLweestionc which have the unanimous concurrence 
of those ï: resent. 

Yours very truly, 

R.A. Gibson, 
Director. 
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