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2íìC. Kent St., 
Ottaea, Ont . , 
Oct. 19, 1951. 

ì r. G. -. i . eiaclair, 
Director, 
Northern ,',d.zìinietrútion ác Lends Bunch, 
Resources and Develo: ant Department, 

Norlite 
Ottawa. 

Deer inr. ;inclair: 

This letter will confira the 7enerel detuila of the arsenic 

survey which e s proposed at the July meeting following the consulta- 

tions with Negus officiels at Yellowknife. 

You wari11 recull that necessity for a continuing survey was 

established early in the consit ereticns of this cese :r1th your pre- 

decessor, and this continuing?; .purvey eßìs intended to proceed concomit- 

antly with efforts to allevi;te the dan. er by bringing collection sys- 

tems into operation. no situation hes been tel : :et by far the larger 

tart of such ereenic dispersion assessment as has been done, h: s been 

cLrried out by the mines. The Government ;-,as neither in a position to 

control these efforts in letail nor 30 o uipped ei tai specialized analy- 

tical facilities es to be able to confirm reported findincro. 1 ddi ti on- 
ally, stee : tents on collection efficiency for the Con method have not 

been confirmed by tests under governxrontal auspices and a si eil.r 
31tu lt iony now obtain ut Giant if the Cottrell is in operation on 
schedule. Finally, no adequate measure of the extent of arsenic absorp- 

tien by the ,;eneral population has been yet possible. 

During the early surre4er extended scientific facilities were 

brouc-ht into operation by the Industrial Health Division, end . e became 

able to undertake a : La jor share of e confirmatory survey at Yellwele.nife, 

ehich could á ;L ce the Government in a knoeledgeabie position with respect 

to the aspects dealt .:;ith above. Furthermore, the first human death 

from urseziic in e ril emphasized tragically tnet the dispersion is at a 

serious level demanding atten:,ion not only to collection procedures, but 

also to the matter of uccuretely esteblishing the level of contee.ination 

throughout the Brea. This proposed survey u: s thoroughly diseu$3ed with 

other agencies having an interest or responsibility in Yeilo knife and 

by mid-September it was evident th:,t the Industrial lie ith Division L:ieht 
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count on the :active support of these 4t- 7,enices in a t:.sk which could, 

of course, not bo undertaken single- handed. The consulting s,orvices 

of Dr. Morris Katz '.:sere also arr anl:ed with Defence Research Board. It 

was generally agreed that the fullest value v oulci be obtained by 

instituting the enquiry as soon as ,possible follJAns the initiation 

of collection at Giant. The outline of the :lurvoy aF ,roach was envisa. ,od 
as follows: 

(1) Soil and Lstintti ons 

,ith the assist. nce of the Bureau of lines. 

(2) ,,ter Anulysie 

ith the assist .rice of the ;'ubi. is Health Engineering 

Division. 

By Industrial d alth Division. 

('i) Collection Efficiencies 

By Industrial Health Division. 

(u) Verlet::.tion 

Food und Drug Laboratory. 

(G) Urinalysis, 

On a statistical sample of the popul.ltion by Indus- 

trial Health Division folloin,, a proposed r-ieatiag 

with Dr. :átanton. 

( 7 ) .awdical Examination and ..;ic1no21 ;u.rvra 

Un a statistical sa!lole of the copulation by Indus- 

trial Health Division, :11th the assistance of the 

Epidemiology Division, following; a proposed meeting 

with Dr. Stanton. 

3 



r N 

ïál'. N. B. 3incl:Ar October 19, 195.1. 

. he National Health and ce1f .ire bud et did not include a 

3u1í necos3ury to provide the full expense of such a survey. On this 

account vJe proposed, following the July meeting that Resources and 

Development D©part;.ient undertake to ahare tho cost. ';it look forward 

to your Department's deciaion on the =.tter. 

fk;j th 

Yours sincerely, 

idngsl©y Kay, 14.A., Ph.D., 

Chief, 

Industrial Health Laboratory. 
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