fé"déts'(_) K'aowo Gha Nakwee Wheda Wenht'eko Nan Nikk'oo Iisrits at Gwichit Gwitr'ut Deek't Ni Ts'én K'aldhér Xa Tthe Theda Ts'i %enhttis Ghilada K'¢

OFFICE of the PREMIER

AUG 0 9 1396

Mr. Larry Connell

Manager of Environmental Services
Royal Oak Mines Inc.

NWT Division

P.O. BAG 3000

YELLOWKNIFE NT X1A 2M2

Dear Mr. Connell:

Thank you for your letter dated July 15, 1996 regarding stakeholder comment on the
proposed Gold Roaster Discharge Control Regulations under the Northwest Territories’
Environmental Protection Act.

As you suggest in your letter, it continues to be the intent of the Government of the
Northwest Territories to consider all of the environmental and socio-economic benefits and
tradeoffs associated with development of new regulations. In this case, while the
environment and well-being of northern residents remains a concern to all of us, we also
recognise the Giant mine as being a major contributor to the economy of the Northwest
Territories. It is for this reason that officials from the Department of Renewable Resources
have been attempting to work cooperatively with company representatives since the issue
of mine roaster stack emissions was first raised in 1991.

Since | have reviewed your correspondence and pertinent information, | believe it would
be appropriate for the Minister of Renewable Resources, the Honourable Stephen Kakfwi,
to continue to deal directly with your office with regard to this matter. | am confident that
the Minister and his officials will continue to work cooperatively with Royal Oak Mines as
we work toward a fair and equitable conclusion to this issue.
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Representatives of the Minister of Renewable Resources will be contacting your office
in the near future.

Sincerely,

s

orin
Premier

C: The Honourable Stephen Kakfwi



