
MEMORANDUM 
TO: Allen Jones ‘ 

' DATE: February 16, 1996 
Mill General Foreman 

FROM: Erik Madsen 
Environmental Superintendent 

c.c. John Stard - Mine Manager 
Phil MacIntyre - Mill Superintendent 

RE: SPILLS - FOLLOW—UP ACTION RE! QUIRED 
I just finished an inspection of the most recent spills with Mr. Darren Unrau, Inspector - DIAND. 
He had inspected the seepage in the area around Dam #22 yesterday prior to the snow fall and 
had taken pictures of the site. After inspecting the three spills sites, he expressed concern with 
two of the sites. All of these spills will be lefi open (files) until they can be fiirther inspected in the 
spring and summer. The following outlines his concerns and follow-up action required from each 
of these spills: 

‘1) TAILIN s LINE BREAK: 
He was not concerned with this spill, as the area is not near any water bodies but requested that 
the contaminated material in the area be scraped-up and deposited in the tailings pond. He 
will inspected this area this spring/summer to ensure the appropriate clean-up has been 

‘ 

undertaken.
D 2)M: 

He was somewhat concerned with this area, as the ponded levels in the excavated trench app ear 
to have increased since he last saw it yesterday. It was suggested that the area be monitored 
closely and that the area be pumped should the levels increase or that the trench be fiirther 
excavated to direct flow to the original catchment basin. 

It was pointed out to him that more frequent inspections would beconducted during each shift - 

every six hours. ' 

Please ensure that shifters are made aware of this requirement and that all pumps in the 
area be checked to ensure that they operating. 

3) SPILL BY REFINERY: 
It was pointed out that the clean-up of this spill was not acceptable and that further action was 
required. Either the ponded solution in the catchment basin will have to be pumped back to 
the mill or the material will have to be scraped out. His concern is that there is not enough
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capacity in the basin to hold another spill similar to this size, which is a valid point considering the 
number of spills which have occurred in this area over the past few years. Therefore, it is 
requested that further work be conducted in this spill area to remove/lower the 
contaminated solution. 

s It should be pointed out that the extra efi‘ort (time/money) to monitor and to clean up these two 
spills is considerably less than what might occur if any contaminated solution enters waters. 

Darren also made a comment that Royal Oak has had a considerable number of spills (at both 
Giant and Colomac) in the last few months and that DIAND is starting to get pressure from 
certain parties to take action on them 

Please ensure that the further remedial action is undertaken in regards to the two spills in 
question, your assistance in this matter would be appreciated. 

‘ZTLLMJE 
Erik Madsen
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