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Commentaires concernant le paragraphe sur l'arsenic à Yellowknife traité 
sous le thème "Environnement ". 

A new source of water for the town was put in place in 1968 -69 
and has operated since then. The town water supply has been continually 
monitored since the instalation and arsenic has never been detected in it 
during that period. 

In addition, there have been major improvements in the control of 
pollution in the operations of the mines. Effluent is contained in 
tailing ponds, and airborne waste is captured and bagged. 

The CBC radio broadcast reported on the problem of some residents 
using the water from Yellowknife Bay rather than the protected town 
supply, and eating fish from the Bay. This is a matter of concern to 
the health authorities, especially since significantly higher readings of 
contamination in the Bay were measured by the Federal Department of the 
Environment after two accidental spills of mine tailings into the water 
of the Bay in the Spring of 1974. The local health authorities warned 
the town of Yellowknife of the problem in July and posted signs to warn 
residents not to use the water. The health authorities also consulted 
with the Department of Environment and DOE has taken legal action against 
the firm responsible since that Department at present possesses stronger 
legal powers in this connection. The Environmental Contaminants Act 
currently before Parliament will provide an effective way to control 
this type of pollution problem in the future and to take appropriate 
action against offenders. 

The Minister of National Health and Welfare has asked that certain 
further steps be taken as well: 

1. Local health officials will urge on the town of Yellowknife the 
need to ensure a supply of safe water from the town supply to 
all residents, notwithstanding their ability to pay for it. 

2. There will be an increased campaign to inform residents of the 
dangers of the use of water from the Bay, through the activities 
of public health personnel and by information bulleitns to the 

news media. 

3. Territorial authorities have agreed to a survey of arsenic 
levels in residents of Yellowknife, to be carried out by 
National Health and Welfare. Special attention will be paid 
to long -time residents, the native people and high -risk population 
groups such as children, but the service will be available to all 
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residents. Persons found to have significant levels of arsenic 
in their blood or hair will be encouraged to undergo detailed 
clinical examination and thereafter will be followed up, on a 
regular basis, by the health authorities. 

4. The health staff in N.W.T. will be augmented to provide these 
services and to provide also an augmented environmental health 
inspection service as well as co- ordination and collection of all 
available data on arsenic levels in humans, fish, water and soil 
etc. within the Yellowknife area. 
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Further disturbinff evident7e of tht-, i..horfeuniitig* of 
envirimmeuttil polkiez4 and their admin.ii.tra- 

tion eame tc light during the pt year. 

For ekairiple; ar*enie pttitfuning of the lake water in 
rellow1-41)ife, eendered it unfit fur drinking. Thr- danger 
was further inagniffiod only Engfi*J1 

W ere ps.pAed, and only t1c whu etwid affved 
pay could -obtain water. from :An unpoi,Anled sourc-e.. 

The invrrii,74.ng intinix,r f oi/ vil'k during the past 
year. pat-titularly thc,c along thf. ;r;r coast 

uzi,c- of decp 'E.-wiry:rm. it 7;Itoti1fl bcr mandatory that 
adequate trainin,34 1..we provided jijJ fail-q¡afe 

be en'ipod in handling oil in order to 
minimize the risk of oil !Tills_ 

Another esul,e of deep coin-ern tf) rfinzt.dituni is the 
proptal to !.,hip oil and gas. by tank:1,T though trearitidiar, 

at wateria partieularly in tfit_! Tht2 prwiron- 
mental iirtaarclii enconunwA. 1Vt, orge your government 
to tak(.' prulopt and effective tefip,; to prevent enrimn, 
nierital cLam.age by a.,";z4terting Can ad. ti-overeiglity over 
ûïtaI -ter apparent titai tilf firg tep ì to 

provide adequate snrveillanee. 
sizry-eight- 
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Commentaires concernant nuelques aspects du dmigent, p, 62-70 Mnittimment"). 

p, 68 "ArseniP. poisoninq o the lake water in Yellowknife rendered 
urifft"Tc'';7'lfr-TrTin,°' 4 - 

Comentary; 

The limits for arsenic contamination of a potable water supply 
dr e; zt,..6eeptey*hrlftfil-T$4] maximum tl,ermissible 0,05 pm, Until 1969, the 
water supply used by mst people in the Yellowiatife area was derived from 
the west side of Yellowknifo By on Great Slave Lake. Analyses showed that 
durino the period 1951-69, the town water supply was wittrirr-the av;epta-ble 

was-1)0w the maximum pemissible 
limit for M% of tivo tim .r7:3 a result, in December 1969,, the town of 
Yellowknife and the community at Giant were connected to a water supply 
&rived &An the- YOlowknife River north of its conflueKe with Yellowknife 
Bay. Since then, arr,'enic contaffiination in Yellowknife tap water has befan 

monitored by Environment rtinada Arsenic has not been detettPd in the town 
water supply at any time since 196g. In the spring of 1974, two spills of 
mini; tailinos occurred which contaminated lake water at the north end of 
Yellowknife Gay, Neither of these spills affected the town water supply, 
but the native population lno on the North Shore was warned net to take 
drinking water from the lakt,j Environment Canada is takina Teal action 
aoainst the comanv concerned in order to minimize the possibili V f:3-f 

future spiIis 
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