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Minister of Health, 
Parliament Buildings, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

.-y 

. 

23 Oriole Road, Apt. 309, 
Toronto i14V 2E6, Jan, 9, 1975 

Dear. Sir: 

It was disturbing to learn from a 

CBC radio program that your Department has 

withheld a 1969_report on arsenic poisoning 

in Yellowknife. 

This naturally raises a question 

as to what other studies affecting the health 

of Canadians are not reaching the medical 

profession for evaluation. 

Sincerely 
i1í' 

A. Gavin Hudson 



PAUL WOODSTOCK 

IIIPrincipal Executive Officer 
Agent principal de la direction 

Deputy Minister's Office (Health) 
Bureau du Sous -ministre de la Santé 

TO 
A P. Dewar. 
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Mr. A. Gavin Hudson 
23 Oriole Road 
Apt. 309 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4V 2E6 

Dear Mr. Hudson: 

I 

767 

On behalf of the Minister, the 
Honourable Marc Lalonde, I wish to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of January 9, 1975, 
commenting on the 1969 report on arsenic 
poisoning in Yellowknife. 

I would like to assure you 
that this report has not been withheld nor 
are results of other studies withheld. 

Any information you wish to 
receive from this Department may be 
obtained by contacting our Information 
Services Director, Mr. Pierre Couture, 
Brooke Claxton Building, Ottawa. 
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STaTrM, :\T 3Y Tf-iF, HONOURABLE MARC 1.,:1I.O,vllL-' 

ON ARSENIC POLLUTION 1:; YELLOWKNIFE, :`; . ;'; . rl'. 

January 9, 1975 

The CBC National radio broadcast "As It Happens ", 

January 8, 1975, reported on arsenic in the environment of 

Yellowknife, ' .1`ß.T., and quoted from a study conducted in 

the late 1060's by staff of the Departnen'c concerning the 

heaJth of people in the Yellowknife area. 

This study was carried out as a result of a concern 

by my DeDartm_ent about the presence of arsenic in the environment 

around Yellowknife, arising from gold mining operations in the 

area. 

The report itself recognized that causes other than 

arsenic pollution were probably involved in the health conditions 

reported, and the report did not establish a relationship 

between arsenic pollution and the incidence of cancer. Indeed 

the report stated that deaths from cancer in Yellowknife seemed 

to be lower than elsewhere in Canada. 1 have given instructions 

that t this report be made available to anyone interested. 

Nevertheless there was and is :! proper concern abont 

any significant r: i l.t_ CT problem, ecneri = i lv i ts long-range 

health ).:'°213.ca1:_oTì . As '1 r'.`'t?..t of the survey cCCndì.ictC' 

the DEi;:z r i.mc:. Il c}. , a;:u1Je r of were taken by the Po dC'. ra ï 



and Territorial governments to control and monitor the problem 

and especially to ensure a safe water supply. A new source of 

water for the town was put in place in 1968-69 and has operated 

since then. This involves drawing water from the Yellowknife 

River north of its confluence with Yellowknife Bay. The town 

water supply has been continually monitored since 1969 and 

arsenic has never been detected in it during that -period. 

In addition, I am told that there have been major 

improvements in the control of pollution in the operations 

of the" mines . Effluent is contained in tailing ponds , and 

airborne waste is captured and bagged. 

The CBC radio broadcast reported on talc problem of 

some residents using the water from Yellowknife Bay rather 

than the protected town supply, and eating fish from the Bay. 

This is a matter of concern to the health authorities, especially 

significantly higher readings ngs of centmi at;yn in the Bay since significantly 1 11011`/1 a. uu1J i \.VaLL.twailaVb.y L .ti the l 

were measured by the Federal Department of the Environment after 

two accidental spills of mine tailings into the water of the 

Bay in the Spring of 1974. The local health authorities 

warned the town of Yellowknife of the problem in July and 

posted signs to warn residents not to use the water. The 

health authorities also consulted with the Departinent of 

Environment and DOE has taken legal action against the firm 



 

responsible since that Department at .present possesses 

stronger legal po!,ers in this connection. The Environmental 

Contaminants Act currently before Parliament will provide an 

effective way to control this type of pollution problem in 

the future and to take appropriate action against offenders. 

In summary, considerable progress has been made in 

monitoring and controlling the problem of arsenic pollution 

in Yellowknife. The town water supply has been made safe, 

and pol.lutioiL abatement equipment is now in place. Never- 

theless, in light of the concern about this matter, I have 

asked for certain further steps to be taken as well: 

1. Local health officials will urge on the town of Yellowknife 

the need to ensure a supply of safe water from the town 

supply to all residents , notwithstanding their ability to 

pay for it. Indeed 1 have been told that the Territorial 

Government has already issued instructions this be done. 

2. There will be an increased campaign to inform residents 

of the dangers. of the use of water from the Bay, through 

the activiti es of public health personnel and by information 

bulletins to the news media. 

3. Territorial authorities have agreed to a survey of arsenic 

level in residents of Yellowknife, to be carried out by 

my Department. Special attention will be paid to long -time 

7 

res i dents , Vit: li;It l r' people a3 ej i_gb r i sL copula t. ? on S;r of ps 
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such as children, but the servite will be available to 

all residents. Persons found to have significant levels 

of arsenic in their blood or hair will be encouraged to 

undergo detailed clinical examination and thereafter 

will be followed up, on a regular basis, by the health 

authorities. 

4. The health staff in N.W-.T. will be augmented to provide 

these services and to provide also an augmented environmental 

health inspection service as well as co- ordination and 

collection of all available data on arsenic levels in 

humans, fish, water and soil etc. within the Yellowknife 

area. 
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