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MEMORANDUM TO THE MINISTER 

Re : Giant Yellowknife Mines Complaint 

You will recall the invest i gat i on which we carried 
out in cooperation with the Department of I ndian Affairs 
and Northern Deve lopment concerning the problem of arsenic 
contamination i n Ye llowknife during the summe r of 1975. 
We exercized gre at care to insure that a ll infcrmation was 
made . available to the press a nd the publi c . 

The formal report of the investigation was writt'en 
by officers of the Occupational Health Technical Suppo rt 
Unit, Medical Scrvi~es Branch . F i fteen copie s of t h is 
report were forwarded on September 24 from Medical Se rvices 
He adquarters to the Director , Medical Services, Northwest 
Territories Region, with instructions to 9istribute the 
report to all interested parties . Specifi c a lly , the Director 
was instruc ted t.o make arr angements with the Regional 
Mining Engineer, Northern Natura l Resources and Environment 
Branch, Departme nt of Ind i an a nd Northe rn Affairs , Yellow­
knife, to provide Giant Ye llowkni fe Mines , Limited, with 
two copies . Responsibility for mine inspection in the 
Territories rests with Ind i an Affairs and Northern Develop­
ment, and it was the refore appropriate for the i r engineer 
to contact the company . The copies we re handed o n t o him 
but were not distributed to Giant Ye llowknife Mine s . 

An expla nation writte n to the manager of the company 
from Dr. R .D. P . Eaton who was acting on behalf of our 
Regional Director, is attacr.ed. 

Attac h. 
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