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SUBJECT 

oBJET RELATIONS \./ITH MED I A 

Further to the instructions contained in your letter of April 2, 1976 I 
have to report that John Ferie of the Edmonton Journal in Yellowknife 
phoned me on January 16th to ask for comment on a news conference which 
had been he ld in Yellowknife that day by the Indian Brotherhood and the 
United Stee lworkers concerning a study purported to be carried out by 
the aforement ioned organizations on environmental arsenic. I explained 
that I had not seen the study and could not make any comment. 

On January 17th Brian 1ucker of the Edmonton Journal, Edmonto~, teiephoned 
me to inv ite comment on the same ·subject. I explained that I could not 
comment on t ha t report which I had not seen. He asked specific questions 
conce rning t he Health and Welfare report of 1975 and I pointed out that no 
excess ma li gnancy was reported, tha t arsenic levels in hair must be very 
car~full y in terpreted and that the water supply of Yellowknife is drawn 
from the bed of the Ye ll owknife River and has been monitored continuously . 

Peter Redhouse , a free lance reporter of Yellowknife, telephoned me on 
January 17th on the same subject. He sought information on such reports 
on arsen ic tha t had previously been made. I drew his attention to De 
Villier's report of 1972, the Health and Welfare report of 1975. He 
asked a bout the Yellowknife air environmental study and I advised him that 
thi s wa s t he property of the Government of the Northwest Territories. He 
a s ked whethe r monito r ing of mine workers had been carried out and I advised 
him that it had been carried out continuously s ince 1975. 

Mr . Baxte r of CBC Ye ll owknife tel ephoned me on January 17th to ask for 
corrment on t he repo rt prepared by the Indi an Brothe rhood and the United Steel 
Woer ke rs of Ame rica. I ad vised him that I had not seen the report and 
cou ld 11ot make any comment at present. 

Cindy Cl egg of the CBC Yellowknife , t e lephoned me on the 17th January to 
as k for commen t on the r eport by the Nat iona l Ind ian Brothe rhood and the 
Un ited Stee l Wo rkers of Ame rica and I advised he r that I was unable to ma ke 
any comment. 

Mr . Sornme rv l lle 1 Medi ca l Reporter of the Toront o Su~ , 
f o r i nf ormation concern i ng the repor t of the Na ti ona l 
and,,, 1~h: ~n i t~d Ste? l \fo r ke ~s of Arn: rica an~ I adv i sed 
ha-r(~a 1d ,th~:c he w111 exam 1:ie t he 1nforma t1 on. 
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