
' -

-

MED IC,\l. S t-:1"1 ICES BRANCH 

RECORDING & TRAN S}lITTAL FORM 

!-UNI STER' S CORRESPONDENCE 

-----------------------------------1 

SUBJECT : 

FROM: 

TO: 

RECEIVED IN 

Giant Yellowknife Mines Ltd. 

Dr. Paul Yewchuk, M.P., 
House of Commons, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 
KlA OA6 

MINISTER 

Am1. ' S Of-FlCE: August s '7 6 
(Date) 

FILE NO: 850-5-X7 51 

(//16325) 

I 
·I 

• l 

I 
l 

i 

DATE: July 26 '76 _____ j 

INITIATED 
IN BRANCH 

I 

. I 
PASSED: August s· ~--.J 

(!;ate) 

ACTION: Please prepare a reply for Minister 's signature by 
August 16 '7 6 

-·-----~--------------.-------,.--------7""------
REPLY 

'£0 DATE r:.!TERIH FINAL DATE B.F . I 
DATE S~NT 

TO MINISTER 

I 
SIGNED 

·1--·-

~~W~5Lfl_j _ _j__ _ _J_-n--__ L_ 
I 

RE~1J\RKS : 

PAGE:-~-



' 
I ""' ~ ~ i_.} 

' . ' 
{ 

.. ... ------·- ·- · 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

The Hon . Marc Lalonde, 
Minister of National 
Heglth• and Welfare, 
House of Commons, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Mr. Lalonde: 

CANADA 

Re: Giant Yellowknife Mines Ltd . 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

By now you will have received a letter from 
the above-noted company dated July 7th, 19 76 . 

I would be interested in having your department's 
account of the events described therein . 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul Yewchuk, M.P., 
Athabasca . {<: 
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0Jputy Minister of Health 
Health and Welfare Canada 

Sous-m,nistre t.18 la Sante 
Sante et B1en-etre social Canada 

MEMORANDUM TO THE MINISTER 

MS FILE C0PY 

Pll~ 
fo /) If/ !&/B/76 

Your Me IO/re ref~ence 

Our Me Notre reference 

850-5-X751 (FHH) 

Re: Giant Yellowknife Mines Complaint 

You will recall the investigation which we carried 
out in cooperation with the Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development concerning the problem of arsenic 
contamination in Yellowknife during the summer of 1975. 
We exercized great care to insure that all information was 
made available to the press and the public. 

The formal report of the investigation was written 
by officers of the Occupational Health Technical Support 
Unit, Medical Services Branch . Fifteen copies of this 
report were forwarded on September 24 from Medical Services 
Headquarters to the Director, Medical Services, Northwest 
Territories Region, with instructions to distribute the 
report to all interested parties. Specifically, the Director 
was instructed to make arrangements with the Regional 
Mining Engineer, Northern Natural Resources and Environment 
Branch,· Department of Indian and Northern Affairs, Yellow­
knife, to provide Giant Yellowknife Mines, Limited, with 
two copies . Responsibility for mine inspection in the 
Territories rests with Indian Affairs and Northern Develop­
ment, and it was therefore appropriate for their engineer 
to contact the company. The copies were handed on to him 
but were not distributed to Giant Yellowknife Mines. 

An explanation written to the manager of the company 
from Dr. R . D.P. Eaton who was acting on behalf of our 
Regional Director, is attached. 

Jean Lupien 

Attach . 

TYPED ON: AUGUST 17, J.976. 

Dr. F. II. 1-IICKS/am 

Brooke Claxton Building 
Ottawa K1A Ol<9 

Edifice Brooke Claxton 
Ottawa K1A OK9 
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CANADA ~~ 
MINISTRC DE LA 

MINISTER OF NI\TIONAL HCALTH AND WELFARE: SAN T E: NATIONALE CT OU B IC N-ETR C SOCIAL 

AND 

M INISTE:R RE:SPONS I BLE: FOR lHE STATUS or WO"ICN 

Dr. Paul Yewchuk, M.P., 
House of Commons, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 
KlA OA6 

Dear Dr. Yewchuk: 

M INISTRE CHARGE: DC L A S I T UATION C•!: LA f CM ME 

. OTTAWA, KlA 0K9 

The copy of a letter written ·by Mr. W.A. Moore, 
Manager, Giant Yellowknife Mines Limited to Dr . . R.D.P. Eaton 
of my Department, dated July 7, 1976, was the first intimation 
.I had that the report on arsenic exposure in workplace areas 
of Yellowknife gold mines and mills had not been delivered to 
the company. 

On September 24, 1975, 15 copies of the report were 
sent from the headquarters office of the Medical Services 
Branch to the Regional Director,_ Northwest Territories . 
Region, Medical Services. An accompanying memorandum 
specified that the Regional Director arrange distribution 
to a number of interested parties including Mr. Emery, 
Manager, Giant Yellowkni f e Mines, Limite d. The investigation 
was undertaken cooperatively by my Departme nt and the 
Department of Indi an Affairs and Northe rn Development, and 
because the l a tter Department h a s the a uthority for mine 
inspections in the Territories, my officials requested the 
Regional Mining En g ineer of Indian and Northern Affairs to 
deliver the copy to the company. Thus the breakdown 
occurred at the local level. 
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Dr . Paul Yewchuk , M.P . 

My officers have apologize d to Giant Yellowknife 
officials both by t e lephone a nd by l e tte r. I am pe rsonally 
embarrassed and d i s tre ss~d, especia lly since my off icers 
have made it cle ar that the y have had outstanding c o urtesy 
and coope ration from the personnel at Giant Yellowknife 
Mi nes at all times . 

c.c .: Dr. F.J. Covill , N.W. T . 

TYPED ON: AUGUST 10, 1976. 

FILE NO.: 850-5-X751 (FHH) 

Dr. F . H. Hicks/am 

Yours truly, 

Marc Lalonde . 
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