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THIS IS FURTHER TO YOUR TELEX OF JANUARY 26, 1977 REQUESTING THAT 
THE INDIAN BROTHEHHOOD OF THE NIH APPOINT AT LEAST ONE ,·1E~'1tlER TO 
tHE INDEPENDENT TASK FORC~ WHICH IS TO BE SET UP TO LOOK INTO 
THE DATA RELEVANT TO ARSENIC IN YELLOWKNIFE• 

I DANNOXXX T COMPLY WITH YOUR REQUEST BECAUSE THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT APPOINTING THE TASK FOR~E• YOU WILL RECALL 
THAT IN THE SA~E PRESS RELEASE TO WH ICH YO~ ALLUDED IN THE 
OPENING PARAGR~PH OF YOUR TEL~X, I STATED THAT: THE TASK FOHCE 
MEMBERS WILL BE CHOSEN FOH THEI R I ,•1PARTIALI TY AND EXPERT IS£, 
WILL NOT BE MEMBERS OF THE FEDER.~L PU.ciLIC SEHVICE, AND WILL BE 
GIVEN A COi1PLETELY FREE HAND IN THEIR ENDEAVOUrt.S. 

I WISH TO E~?HASIZE TO YOU THAT I N OHDEH TO E&SURE THAT A TRU LY 
IMPARTIAL REV I EW IS PERFORMED, I ·HAVE ASKED THE CANADI AN PUBLIC 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION, AN I NDEPENDENT NON- GOVErlNMENTAL PrlOFESSIONAL 
ASSOCI ATION, TO CHOOSE THREE I NDEPENDENT EXPERTS AND TO OVEnSEE 
THE CONDUCT OF A REVIEw OF ALL THE AVAILABLE DATA AND MATERIAL• 
THE FEDERAL GOVERN,'1ENT WI LL HAVE NO HAND \1/HATSOEiJEH HJ THE 
SELECTION OF THE THREE EXPERTS FOrt IN SUP~rlVISION OF THE STUDY• 

I . AM SURE THAT THE TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF THIS GROUP OF EXPERTS 
WILL BE EVIDENT TO ALL REASONABLE PEOPLE AND TH~T THEY WILL 
THEREFORE BE ACCEPTABLE TO CONCERNED GROUPS SUCH AS YOUR AS SOCIA­
TION , THE NATIONAL I NDI AI-.J BROTHERHOOD AND THE UNION REPRESENTING 
THE WORKERS OF THE GIANT YELLOWKN IFE i'1 INES, AS WELL AS TO THE 
PEOPLE OF YELLOWKNIFE THE~·1SELVES WHO ARE, I A,'1 SURE, AS DETErl:>lINED 
AS I AM TO HAVE ALL .OF TnESE SCIENTIFIC DATA AS CLEARLY I NTERPRETED 
AS CAN BE 'dY THE I NDEPENDENT EXPERTS SELECTED ot THE CPHA • I URGE 
YOU TO PRESENT ALL YOUR VI EWS AND I NFOH.11ATI ON DI RECTLY TO THIS GROUP . 
I AM SURE THE TASK FORCE WILL BE PLEASED TO COOPERATE WITH YOU IN 
EVERY RESPECT• I REITERATE THAT ALL FINDINGS WILL BE i'1ADE PU clLIC. 

I TRUST THE ABOVE INFOR.'1.~TION SERVES TO OUTLINE ~lY POSITION ON THIS 
MATTER AN D THAT YOUrl ASSOC I AT I ON WILL APPREC I ATE AND RESPECT THE 
SPIRIT OF I MPARTIALITY REQUI RED IF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS ArlE TO BE 
GIVEN A COMPLETELY FREE HAND IN THEIR ENDEAVOURS• 

~l-.;Rc LALONDE 
MINISTER 
NATIONAL HEALTH AND WELFARE 
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CORRECTION: 

SECOND PARAGRAPH, FIRST LI NE READS AS FOLLOW: 
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IN A RECENT PRESS RELEASE ON THE ARSEMIC PROELF.i-1 IM YF.LLO~'KNIFF. 
¥OU ANNOUNCED THAT YOU WOULD APPOINT A THREE MAN TASK FORCE TO 
~OK !NTO THE SITUATION. 

\.E WOULD LIKE TO BE A PART . OF THIS NEW EFFORT - AS WE ARE VERY 
CONC::HNED WITH THE EFFORT OF ARSENIC Ol\T TNE PUBLIC, "ESPECIALLY 
1HE DENE THAT LIVE OFF THE LPND. 

\E wOULD LIKE TO P.PPOINT AT LEAST ONE ME."1BER TO THE TASK FORCE, 
bE IT ONE OF THE THREE OR A FOURTH• 

'I}{E DENE AND THE PUELIC OF YELLOWnNIFE HAVE BEEM THE P -AwNS OF 
MP.NY PREVIOUS STUDIES - AT NO OCCASION IN THE PAST HAVE WF. BEEN 

. SATISFIED WITH THE ACTIONS OF THOSE IN CHARGE. 

\'E WOULD LI KE TO STRESS THAT wE wl LL NOT REC OGNI 2:E THF. P.CTI Ol\TS 
CF THIS TASK FORCE - IF WE DO NOT APPOINT A MEMBER TO IT• 

\E -AWAIT P~ EARLY AND POSITIVE REPLY• 

GEORGES ERASMUS 
' PRES I DENT OF THE I NDI Ar,J BROTHERHOODX/1\lwT · 
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