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Thou gh the precise breakdown of st ud y population a nd study 
res u 1 ts has s t i l 1 not been made av a i 1 ab l e , th a f o l 1 ow i n g po i n ts 
emerge from th e materia l we have been g iven. 

(1) The population chosen i s mi xed , cons i sting of 46 nat ive 
children and 20 Mine and Smelt"er workers. To combine 
thes e two groups in one makes for stat i stica l nonsen se , 
and was probab ly on ly done to boost th e stat is tics for 
t h e n ;:i t i V P. g r n 11 r - F r n m t 11 ~ N . H - f,. 1,J - 5 1_1 r \/ e y p I_! b 1 ! s h e d !"' e s \..! ! t s 
these are the l bvels we wou l d exp e ~t un s uch a mixed sample . 

(2) To do ha ir ana lys es on ch il d r en i s not an appropr i ate 
approach t o a st udy of a known cumulat i ve tox i n . Al th o ugh 
t h e y a r e a 1 w a y s t h e e a s i e s t s t u d y p o p u 1 a t i o n , c h i 1 d r e n vie r e 
de l iberate l y ex clu ded fr om th e N.H . &W. surve y. Demo nstrat e d 
hair l eve l s in the chil d ren p r ob a bly mea su re on l y s urface 
contamination (compare ma l es an d f e mal es bel ow 20 ye ars i n 
non -na tives ). 

( 3 ) The choice of Whitehorse as a control group is probably 
in appropr i ate. A greenstone r eg i on without a gold or other 
sme l ter s hould have been se l ect e d, though i n fac t wit h the 
results obtained in the N.H. &W Study no s uch comparison i s 
indi cated as being nece s sary . 
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