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I attach herewith a copy of a letter received from the 
Consumers Association of Yellowknife. 

Please request Food & Drugs Division to immedia tely confirm 
that I can inform the Association that the level of arsenic in Yellowknife 
vegetables is safe. 

The Food & Drug Division requested s amples of unwashed 
vegetables so that they could assess the arsenic content of a) unwashed 
samples, and b) washed samples. I now understand that they only estimated 
the content in unwashed samples. 

I would appreciate a telex reply to this letter as if there 
is any delay in replying to the Association they are likely to t ake the 
matter up in the public press. 
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C01~SUi.:ERS ' ASSOCI/,TION OF CAi',AJJA 

Yellowknife Branch 

Dr. G.C. Butler 
Regional Director 
500 Ch~ncery Hall 
Edmonton, Alberta 

Dec.r Dr . Butler , 

Box 2000 
Yellov.-knife , 1'T . ',/ . T. 
Oct. 16, 1970 

v:e were under the i mpression your depe.rtrnent was 
doing a survey this p&st summer on the arsenic in 
YellO\:kni fe . \;e were hoping by this time you 
would have results on the 1970 crop of vegetables 
gr own in the area , plus any other tests you may 
h2.ve undert&ken. .tiS a loccl group r!ho is very 
interested in this study , v:e \/ould apprecic1te a 
summary of your survey at the earliest possible 
date. Thank you. 

Yours truly, 
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rrs. A.J. Richardson 
Secretary 
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