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D c her 4, 1970. 

On Novecber 29, 1970 th Committee appoint to Monitor and 
lnvCJStig te Arsenic and cury Pollutl.on in th Uorthvest T rritorie 
co idered a r port published in J'un 1970 by the diation Prot ction 
Division on l eutron Activation y is of AJ.r Filter Sampl collected 
at Halifax, Ott wa, Toronto, Wind or, V ncouver, Coral rbour, Resolute 
and Yellowknife over two-day period during F bruary 1970. and over 
further two- y period at Yellovli.nif during April 1970. 

Th valu for R solute, Vancouv r, Wind or and Ottawa v r 11 
lu than 0.001 rnicrogra a r nic per cubic tr. Th v lu for 
Torouto wao le dum O. 01. Th val for Y llowknif w r O. 005 in 
February nd 0.04 in pril. n at th Yellowknife 
Airport. 

ln view of our lack of info tion about air pollution over 
Y 11.crdknife. the Committ flt that regular air sampling should be 
r·ec,:nm::eru!ed d carried out ov r a period of y at t 1 ot one it 
in the populated portion of the city. Thie poaaibility was di cussed by 
telcphon with Dr. S.O. Winthrop, Chief, Air Pollution Control Division, 
who expressed inter t. 

There is o caus for undue concern aince th amounto report bove 
are lov. The level of arsenic in th atmo phere at El Paso, Tex.nn is 
usually l.4JJ /ml, and in the City of Anaconda, Montana where ther is 
copper emelter, the level reaches 2.S pslml. The Kimm acceptabl 
standard in the u.s.s.R. and in Czechoslovnkia is 3)lr,/m3. Thue are 110 

establiohed stanc:1nrds in Canada or in th United Stat for out id air 
r en1c cont nt, but there are rec ndationa in the United States t t 

continuoua exposure over a 24-hour period should r in lea tbnn 0.75_pg/ • 

The chief ff eta on human h 1th of air polluted with ars n1c ar 
skin irritction, dermatiti, l'!IUCous membr irrito.tion, bronchitis, and 
perforation of th nasal a ptum. It ha• b n timatcd in the Unit Stat 
that a fetal body loadilli rould r quire accumulation b t en 70,000 and 
180,000 microgr·ll.1.ll.iea of ar nic. 
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