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S ptembar 30, 1970. 

Furth r to our telephone conv raation of S pternber 29, 1970, 
I enclosing a copy of Dr. G.C. Butler'& recent letter in which h 
expre aea concern about th ars nic pollution at Y llowknife. I also 
encJ.oaing a draft su ary of the itu tion which I prepared some month• 

go and which w v tted by Mr. R.E. Tait and ia pr sently in the hands 
of tho Food and Dru3 Director te for vetting. 

I di&cu eed roenic with Dr. Butler on the tel phone ye terd y 
and ttet:tptcd to allay ome of his appreh nsion because it ppcars there 
is less cause for al rm todny os far as the arsenic content of locnlly 
grown vegetables is concerned than tli. re was five years ago when locally 
grown vegetables contained more than ten timcs pres nt levels of ar enic. 

It would app r from Dr. Butler's letter that the tack emissions 
of th Con Mine are excessivo when compared with those of the Giant fine. 
The Con Mine operates 500-tons per doy mill whereao Giant operates a 
1000-tons per day mill. Bused ou the tonnage of ore trc ted on would 
expect that Con emissions ould be only 50% of those at Giant, whereas 
thy actually excoad the Giant emission. Actually the Con Mine extracts 
80X of th gold by a cyanid proce s. They roaot the residu however 
which extracts possibly nother 18 or 19%. 

Since writing the uu.mary of arsenic at Y llowknife, I hav 
al o diacov red that water from pumps at Ycllo knife Airport cont ins 
almost 10 timeo the ars nic content of the town water. r ntly Dr. 
Butler waa not aware of this and is looking into the u t o vhich w ter 
from the pumps at the airport is put. 

It would be appreciated if ue could diecul'ls thia problem 
within the coming week since t~cr is a possibility of being way on 
French for the next thre weeks. 

M-t.~ L~~ 
W. H. Froot, M.D., D.P.H. 

U6l 

Att. 




