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Mr. A. J. Reeve, 
Acting Director, 

File 451-6-25 

Environmental Health Centre, 
Tunney's Pasture, 
Ottawa 3, Ontario, 
February 11, 1971. 
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Northern Economic Development Branch, 
Department of Indian Affairs and 

Northern Development, 
Ottawa 4, Ontario. 

Dear Mr. Reeve : 

AL 
ATE 

Please accept my apologies for the lengthy delay in replying 
to your letter of December 15. I have spoken to Mr. Homulos and assured 
him of our interest in maintaining close working relations with .you in 
the developing concerns about pollution and pollution control in the 
North. 

These problems will certainly require improved and effective 
communications and collaboration interdepartmentally - even more so now 
that the new Department of the Environment is being created. As you 
may know, approximately 50% of the Environmental Health activities of 
this Department have been transferred to the new Department although 
the units will probably continue to occupy space here for another year . 

I am referring your_ letter to Dr. W. H. Frost who is chairing_ 
our internal committee which was set-up to better integrate the con­
tributions to the Yellowknife arsenic problem for the three Branches of 
our Department that have been involved. I have also spoken with Dr. 
Frost and he shares our respective concerns with regard to the need for 
coordination. I am sure, therefore , that he will want to contact you 
before convening another meeting of the internal committee to work out 
mechanisms for maximum collaboration. 

PMB/GD 

c.c. Dr. w. H. Frost✓ 

Yours sincerely , 

tl0v1 
P. M. Bird, Ph.D., 
Senior Assistant Deputy Minister 
(Health). 
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