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Program Manag et, M.S. 

FROM - DE 

A/Regional Director 
Northwest Territories Re9ion 

□ PLEASE C ALL 
PRliRE D' APPELER 

□ WANTS TO SEE YOU 
DiSIRE VOUS VOIR 

□ Will CALL AGAIN 
DOIT RAPPELER 

CALL RECEIVED BY ► 

MESSAGE RE(;U PAR 

□ ACTION 
DONNER SUITE 

□ COMMENTS 
COMMENT AIRES 

□ MAKE FA/RE_ ______ COPIES 

I TEL NO. - Nu DE TEL. 
I 

I OATE 

□ APPROVAL 
APPROBATION 

□ DRAFT REPLY 
PROJET DE REPONSE 

ACTION 
REQUEST 

FICHE DE 
SERVICE 

FILE NO. - DOSSIER No 

llo\TE 

May 1974 

I EXT. -POSTE 

I TIME - HEURE 

I 

□ 
□ 

NOTE & RETURN 
NOTER ET RETOURNER 

NOTE & FORWARD 
NOTER ET FAIRE SU/VRE 

□ NOTE & FILE 
NOTER ET CLASSER □ Sr URE 

:::::::::::::::::::~0::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

For your information 

,.OIIMULE NORMALl5fE 12d DE. L'ONiC 



.d,l1,·erabl1t';rct.?,·.I! to Box GS, Yel.o,¥ m:.e, N.\V. T., Cana a 

by LANNY COOKE 

Yellowknife City ci::.mcil is 
enraged «bout the way that the 
federal government and Giant 
Mm , h ndl"d the flow of toxic 
m:it :1 !., from the Mine into 
Yello\llkrt.fe 1'.iy. 

"C:Ity of .• ials.Jeceived n :-eal 
:, O\~ jr"' by Environment 
C.tl.'.ld: nnd Giant Mine", said 
Alde.mai. Bo!> Jenkins at a 
l'C .ncil meeting 1\pril !!2. "A 

eadiy poi on has been on 
Yello\\knife Bay and 11 days 
we t by bef,,re the city was 
no · !Ld. Tiili· isn't somethir.g new 
but it's tirr.e It sto•med." 

TI c council l.!!lar..imous!y sp-

p:;ovoo fin motic:is presented by 
Aid"rmcn Jen!:ins, BrL::. Purdy 
and Co!in \, ynr.c h'...,i ly critica! 
of the f~ 1eral government t-nd 
Giant Mi.'le's :::ctior:s regar.~ .. ,g 
the late.;t toxic s~ills in:o 
YellJ \'! . ifc Bay. 

Giant Mine spilled clflut:n, 
from the ta· ings pond contair.ing 
cynanide a •. J .1. nic onto t·,.·o 
acres of Yel!oNlmi!e Bay 
so:nctlme in March. The com­
pany did 1,ot n 'fy Emll'onrnent 
Can.ids or th-.. _pill. 

Enviroom nt Ct:t dn fo11nd out 
r.br,.Jt th~ sp· I Mnrch 2S but did 
not infonn the city ur.ti.l April 10. 
Sn:tdy Lewis of Envircnmcnt 
Cc:.n::dJl in Yellowknife e,.-pminfd 

/ 

that tt:e department dlrl tc~ts en 
the spill ~fore it infonned the 
!)Ullhc. The tesls . :-ovcd th:1t tile 
effluent was lox;:;.:. 

"Th~ facts, as tl ey s!.O'.lld have 
een presented, we1e not 

r,rcsen. d w tic city," said Mr. 
.,em.ins 'ii!ii 1y ,p.,et. "No one 
thought, or t:ad 1c C:}urtesy to 
call the city." 

He also comp' ur.ed that the 
cepartme1 t fn1k to notify tl.c 
city of Yellowkr ·e of ~ ~.:cond 
uncheJceJ spill lo::.:at..:d much 
closer to the wa · l.'lUi.~c for th-:! 
city. 'Thi:l sp:U 1s • 'owe. and ha" 
l.J~en ccnll!l!Ai'(lg ove1· a long 
~riod of time., _ sa·d. 

' ''fh'! whoL a, a - saturated 

(fre,m J,ft.V!OU.; 1rng<.!l 

w:th leakage" he s::i:i. "I do feel private or secret consultat:ons, 
that there is a serious health mectir,gs, arrangements, or 
haz ... rd potcntinll) \ ith us." agreements without first 

He explained that if a major receiving approval of council. 
fire or br~i': . · ould occu.- in the &cause the mayor is 9r.ese,1Uy 
pre::.cr.t pr ure Jy .. tcm, extra away from the cnpital,the counctl 
emerge ,cy pumps would dri:w voted to table both mot.ens 
water directly from YeUov.k~fe regarding his b.::mviour ir. tr.e 
Bay into th:! water systc,., :or the affair until he cou'.d be present. 
city. M:-. Lev.is, defending his ac-

The council unanimously tions before the council, sa!d lhat 
paszcd two motior.s condemning the tailings that had spilled onto 
the local offici..:.L of the fedzral the ice were of no immed11~te 
government for failing to inform concerr. to the pe(\pl.! of 
the m unicinality cf the first spill Yt:llc;v. krjfe. 
and continumg to copce .. 1 and He explai.,ed that Environment 
failing to remedy the ~econd spill. Canada is net responsible for the 

Giant Mine did not escape resp0nsible for the hfalth cf 
condemnation. The council was huIIl!lns but only of fish. "Ther-e 
en ·c I f e mine f r 11 wing ,-tis not cxce ·i\e an:enic m ~he 
such ~p'I s to eve.:: occur. ' H's fish fr"m the spill, "he re orted. 
time that this slopped." Mr. Th Department of Hc.:ilth and 
Jenkins exclaimed "Gtant will Welfare 1s rcspom,ilil for en­
ha\'c to spend some money to swing thnt the spills ~o not cnJse 
repair their facilities." a pc1bl.c he;ilth ha~rd to hum::ns 

The mayor v.as i:.lso criticised he s .. id. 
for condoning .. r:d accepting the "Spills of this :.ort r..re not an 
con~:il:ncnt o! informuticn from new occurencc," he told th 
n·,~ public ar:d lhe coun!il. It was coun<:il. "This tyl o: sp,U hus 
al.:;o suggested that in the future happened many tir:ies ·' He 
ll.e mayor i.tcr:1cdi.ately and fully expl ined that these lat-s. spills 
inform council of oll matters are just symptoms c,f :.n old 
which may affect the healt..'1 or problem. 
welfare of the citizens in It's not an easy matter to judge 
Yellowknift:. when to and when not to irJorm 

A motion also bstructed the the public of a spill, according to 
mnvo~ not to be &J)3r t'.1 to any ___ (continua:l next page) 

-- ~ , 
Mr. Lewis. ".t 1s 1rrespons;ble to 
release inicrm lt.ion bcfo:e the 
facts ue co "irmed. !n this 
case," t-.c ex ~1cd, "th .... facts 
\ , ere :.vt nva able until A;;;. il 

th 1t he had t1o vn over ti:e two 
~pills April 21 and not1cec that 
both were still visi:.ile from the 

council that ther~ is no r.ced to 
b ... !i .... vc that there is any ncute 
probierr. cf po..::o .. ing from the 
b::y. tut it is a Jeng term 
probbm. 

"This ha:. ,Jways been tl1e 
"':: .-.:: fer :-i ! · :-- ::. .. ·•"'::: b l J.' 
aoout 1t," saro Aid , · •. 
"T ." ·,. .. ch') 1 

do· v 
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