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Dr. G.C. utler, 
Reaioll&l Dinctor, Northem R•aion, 
6daont , Alberta. 

Director General, di cal Senicos. 

ARSENIC POLLUTION - YlilJ.O'ltHIPD DAY 

E.!:!r:?55::,SSO-S-X7S1(M16) 

De er 24, 196 

I attaching h roto a copy of a letter received from the 
puty Ninbter of Indian Affairs and Northern D velopment in w lch h 

complains that th• regular nitorina of water in Yellowknife y is 
not being carried out by our department u reed. 

Your c nts would be appreci ted. 

till 

~--/4 h. t H. A. Proct r, Ph.D., M.D. 

Att. 
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, -
Department of Deputy Minister 
Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development 

Dr. J.N . Crawford, 
Deputy Minister of National 

Health and Welfare, 
Brooke Claxton Building, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Dr. Crawford, 

Ministere des 
Affa,res ind1ennes et 
du Nord can.id1en 

Sou 'l Ir I t 

Ottawa 4, December 4, 1968 

R-1845-7 

As you are aware, there is a potentially dangerous arsenic pollution 
problem in Yellowknife Bay, N.W.T. You are also undoubtedly aware 
that in order to guarantee a safe supply of drinking water to the 
Town of Yellowknife, this Department, in co-operation with the two 
gold mining companies operating in the area, is proceeding with a 
pipeline extension to the Yellowknife water intake that will by­
pass the polluted waters in the Bay and will tap a pure supply of 
fresh water near the mouth of the Yellowknife River. 

A basic prerequisite to obtaining and maintaining the full co-operation 
of the mining companies in this project is a regular program of 
water quality monitoring over an extensive sampling network in and 
adjacent to Yellowknife Bay. This sampling program was carried out 
in a competent manner by this Department's field staff, working in 
co-operation with your Public Health Engineering Division, prior 
to the spring of 1966. Since that time, the sampling at Yellowknife 
has been done by the local Sanitary Inspector of the Medical Services 
Branch of your Department and recent comments from a number of 
sources indicate that the work of this individual in this regard 
has been totally inadequate. 

While it is our intention to proceed with the pipeline as quickly 
as possible, I feel that this project should in no way detract 
from our efforts to reduce and hold the arsenic concentration in 
Yellowknife Bay to levels considered safe for drinking and 
recreational purposes. Therefore, I would strongly urge that 
your Department take steps to restore the water quality monitoring 
program at Yellowknife to a standard of efficiency acceptable to 
all concerned with this problem. 

11 

Yours sincerely, ,,. • • 

n A. MacDonald, 
uty Minister 
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