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1. A meeting was held on 16th December 1965 to discuss the above problem. 
The following Divisions were represented: 

Environmental Health 
Public Heal th Engineering 
Ncrthern Health 

2. It was agreed that a definite problem exists and that it was advisable 
to have a clinical study on the local population carried out during the year 1966. 

3. Environmental Health Division will go into the matter further and 
provide details of the type of study envisaged and a rough estimate of the costs 
of same. They will also investigate the necessity of carrying out further studies 
on stack excretions or arsenic and arsenic fall-out. They will also consult with 

-3//"t/ , the Wildlife Service to decide whether clinical studies of aniJnals and birds in 

~ , ;tA a( ri:1; ro/undertaken. __.-;,. 
r'', ,, V Ml7 
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l. I have recently discovered that the problem of arsenic pollution at Yellow-
knife is far from solved. 

2. Recent sampling of stack effluent shows that about 300 to 400 pounds of 
arsenic is being distributed into the local atmosphere every day in spite of the fact 
that the scrubbers and precipitators are working at 60-90% efficiency. Recent sampl­
ings of vegetables grown in the area show that cabbage and lettuce leaves contain frOl'll 
40-50 ppm of arsenic al though the recommended ma.xi.mum is 1 ppm. Wa+,er samplings also 
show that it is way above the reCCffi:'llended U.S.P.H.S. recanmended level of 0.01 ppm. 

3. I feel that a full investigation of the problem should be carried out by 
Environmental Health. They were carrying out regular tests up to a few years ago but 
for no apparent reason stopped the survey. Mr. Monkman of Environmental Health feels 
that sooiething should be done. With your permission, I intend to convene a meeting 
of 

Environment Heal th 
Public Health Engineering 
o.N.A. Resources Div:ision 
northern Health Service 

-,,...., .. 0 

( Chief Srun;a:ey Inspector) 

to discuss what investigation or action should be taken. 

,,. ~ 
Ml? 

lO Dec. 65 
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