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MEMORANDUM 

Director General, Medical Services 

Attention: Dr. Frost 

Northern Region 

Arsenic Heal th Survey - Yellowkpife_fil'IT. 

I CLASSIFICATION 

YOU R FILE No. 
Votre dossier 

OUR FILE No. 
Notre dossier 150-5-X751 (Nl) 

DATE Nov . 16 1967 

With reference t-0 your telex message of November 15 1967 stating that 
it will probably be another two years before we get a report on the 
Health Survey carried out in Yellowknife in the summer of 1966, this 
would appear to be an abnonnally Jong time to await a report on a 
question as to whether a community is suffering from the ill effects 
of arsenic pollution. 

Dr . Patterson informs me that the hold -,ip is at the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics who are tabulating the data and he suggests that pressure 
from our Department might help to expedite Matters . 

It is difficult to explain to a Territori al Council of lny persons why 
it should take three yenrs to provide a report on a survey - I certainly 
cannot understand the del ay and I would be grateful j f you could do 
anything to expedite matters . 

<'. .:?iJ. L.L. 
Regional Di: ec tor 

cc - The Commissioner NWT 

CGSB 6GP22a PP&S Cat. Na. 3591 
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- OEPARTM ENT OF MINISTERE OE LA 

I\IATIONAL HEALTH AND WELFARE SANTE NAT ONALE Er DU BIEN-ET RE SOClAL 

• 

Dr. L. O. Powell, 
Iellowknif' , .W. T • 

Dear Dr. Po 11: 

CANADA 

Medical Servic 
Mackenzie Ar He dq rtera 

r 

500 Chane r7 Hall 
E:!monton, Al 

• 1$ 1967 

P.e: 

• 

With reference to )'Our telegr ot v r l.4 1967, 
pr s for a report fro &lviro tol Health tor 

b 

:mr1 ""n""""ntal Heal th Division, 
t Don1n1on u ot 

Pr llminsey screening of the data augg te that 
deleterious ff t on the popullltion but until 

bulG y are not pr red to ta 
long rreot. 

r has b no 
d ta have ib en 

t on tbs probable 

I gret that thia ia the only into tion v ilabl and I sure 
you that Ivill keep prv.:i,-1.r..i.; for report soon po siblc. 

Yours inc rely, 

~-1'.?.1~ 
/11. B. Br tt, .D. 

Ar Director, c 1e 

cc - Director neral M.s. 
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• 
NHW EDM 

NHW BOTT 
NHW 45 OTTAWA ONT NOV 15/67 4:15 PM MS 

DR G C BUTLER 
MS NR EDM 

REURTEL 15 NOV RE ARSENIC STUDY 

J 

.. 

M16. HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY DR DEVILLIERS THAT A REPORT ON THE 
ARSENIC SURVEY AT YELLOWKNIFE WILL PROBABLY NOT BE AVAILABLE 
FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS. COMPUTER TIME IS NOT PRESENTLY AVAILABLE 
FOR THIS PURPOSE SO THAT STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION 
AT YELLOWKNIFE AND COMPARISON WITH A SIMILAR CONTROL POPULATION 
MUST WAIT UNTIL THE RESEARCH DIVISION CAN FIND TIME AVAILABLE. 

DIRGEN MS 

c3i 

NHW EDM 



Department of National Health and Weifare 

OUTGOING T EL EX MESS AGE ;A 
One Copy Only 

FILE 

This message may be telephoned to the telex: operator. 
If not telephoned - please print or prepare by type­
writer - deliver or mail to Operator. 

DATE 
MESSAGE FROM 

DIR. /DIV. TEL. LOCAL 

850-5-r/51 (Ml.6) 15 NOVEMBER 1967 

TO-

SIG. 

DR. G. C. BUTIER, 
RIDICSAL DIRECTOR, NORTHERN RmION, 
MEDICAL SERVICES, D.N.H.&W., 
EDMONTON. 

YOtnr.KL 15 aY. 
ARSENIC Sl'UDY 

PRIORITY 
If this message cannot 
be transmitted by Telex 
it may be sent as tele­
gram - Night Letter. 

Yes - 0 
No - 0 

JQ.6. HAVE BEEN INFCRMED BY DR. omr.tmts THAT A REPORT 

ON THE ARSENIC SURVEY AT IELL0WKNIFE WILL H«lBABLY Not BE 

AVAILADIB F'CR AT LEAST 'lWO YEARS. CQMPUl'Ej{ TM IS NCYl' 

PRESEm'Ll AVAILABLE rm THIS PURrosE so THAT o'TATISTICAL 

ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION AT YELLOWKNIFE AND COMaRISON WITH 

A SIMILAR CONTROL POPULATIC!f MUST WAIT UNTIL THE RESEARCH 

DIVISION CAN FIND TIME AVAD..ABLE. 

ORIGINATOR 

• H. PROST, k.D., D.P.H. . ................................. . I ~ 

• :':-~ ••••• c... ...... ........ . 

Ml.61 

N.H.&W. 160 
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